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Huth’s Buddy Bench
Community Project

Showing that they care about others,
second-graders at Huth Road Elementary
came up with a wonderful idea for a
community project. Through a series of
self-created videos, Avery Gismondi, Dylan
Sherman, Eden Maerz, Livia Voskerichian,
Francesco Vacanti and Grace Fistola, all
students in Maureen Gambino’s class, asked
Principal Dr. Ami Alderman and the Huth
Road PTA for funds to put a “Buddy Bench”
on the Huth Road Playground. A “Buddy
Bench” is a bench a child would go to sit if
they have no one to play with or feel lonely.
Students who see them would go to the
bench, introduce themselves and invite them
to play. The students made a video to share
with everyone at Huth Road Elementary to
learn how the bench works. Ms. Gambino’s
students collected water bottles to purchase
the paint so the bench could be Viking blue.
Art teacher Dana Allen helped the students
paint the bench and each student put their

fingerprints on it and bugs were made out
of them. The students in the reading group
who came up with the project idea put their
handprints on the bench. Mr. and Mrs.
Polley donated the vinyl lettering. This
project, led by kids, made a positive impact
on their community.

VCMS Vocal Groups Take First Place
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54th Commencement

240 students crossed the stage at Kleinhans
Music Hall to accept their diplomas on
Wednesday, June 26. We congratulate
them and wish them a bright future!

Two Veronica E. Connor Middle School
vocal groups earned a first-place score at the
Darien Lake Music Festival. Singcopations,
co-directed by Annalea Masiello and
Jennifer Mernitz, took first place out of
nine other middle schools from Western
New York and beyond. Men on Mondays,
directed by Annalea Masiello, also took first

place scoring almost a perfect
score and bringing many
audience members to tears.
Jackson Frey won a special
award for best accompanist.
Between the two groups, over
90 students are involved.
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Beautifying the
Campus with Trees

A stretch of Ransom Road near Grand
Island High School has been landscaped
with the planting of nine Redpointe
Maple and Autumn Blaze Maple trees.
The trees, planted two inches above
grade by the district’s building and
grounds team, will beautify and shade
the campus for many years to come.
Contributions from the Grand Island
Central School District, the Town of
Grand Island, and Superintendent Dr.
Brian Graham made this possible.

Pictured (l to r) are members of the district
building and grounds team, Colin Thompson,
Joe Anderson, Tom Petz, Jake Polizzi and
Jimmy Geblein.

Starting with a Dot

Jillian Wood’s class at Kaegebein
celebrated International Dot Day, along
with librarian Mrs. Pritchard. Based
on the book “The Dot” by Peter H.
Reynolds, it’s a story of a caring teacher
who dares a doubting student to trust
her abilities by being brave enough to
“make her mark.” What begins with a
small dot on a piece of paper becomes a
breakthrough in confidence and courage.

Niagara PAL Recognizes
2 GIHS Artists

The Niagara Police Athletic League honored high school seniors
from 11 high schools across Niagara County and Grand Island
at the Castellani Arts Center on the Niagara University Campus.
Grand Island seniors Amanda Lawrence and Claire McCaffery
were recognized for their portfolio achievements in the 2D visual
arts and digital arts categories respectively, with Amanda winning
the overall event award for excellence.

The students were recognized for their accomplishments in visual
arts, as well as theater and music. Each school had a winner in
each of the six
categories with an
overall winner
from each group
announced at the
Art Award Gala.
Student submitted
artwork or
auditioned for a
panel of judges.
Submissions were
then considered on their originality and excellence. Each student’s work was displayed at
the Art Gala.

Jazzing Up Water Bottles

All the greats of the jazz music genre were sitting outside the music room at Huth Road
Elementary – in mini-versions. The annual bottle buddy project by fifth-graders is the
culmination of the jazz unit in Carol Horrigan’s music classes.

All fifth-graders pick a jazz musician, complete a short research paper on that musician and
then make that musician out of a water bottle.

The project took
about a month and
pulled in library
research, writing,
the arts and public
speaking. Students
spent several music
class sessions in
the library to gather
their research for
their paper which
had to include
accurate, interesting
biographical
information about
Pictured are Sroop Singh holding Kenny G., Dominic Nucci with Cab
their musician.
Calloway, Tommy Alberalla with Dizzy Gillespie, Maya Rizzo with John
Using a photo from
Coltrane, Kaya Swart with Esperanza Spalding, and Kennady Ulrich with
their research,
Miles Davis.
they created the
musician, complete with dress, instrument, sometimes even a microphone. Each student had
to present their report during a library class.
Using a rubric, teachers voted for their favorites and winners were chosen.
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Message From The Superintendent
Dear Grand Island Families:

As I begin my fourth year as the superintendent, I have been
extremely impressed with this wonderful school system and our
amazing community. In June, I was fortunate to attend many special
end of the year events all across the school district. Events such as
the Universal Pre-Kindergarten celebration, fifth-grade moving up
days for Huth and Kaegebein, the Academic Achievement Night
at the Middle School and our amazing High School graduation.
Each of these special moments were filled with excitement
Brian Graham, Ed.D.
and recognition of the hard work associated with our student’s
Superintendent of Schools
educational journey. Additionally, I am very proud to report that our
graduating seniors earned over $3,100,000 in scholarships. This is exceptional and a true
testament to our students, their teachers and their parents.
Furthermore, it is without a doubt that our school system values the partnership we have
with our families. We are fortunate to have the support of our Parent Teacher Organizations
who devote their time, energy and talents to enrich our students. We remain blessed to have
wonderful teachers, school related professionals and administrators who are committed to
each student’s success
As we look ahead to the 2019-20 school year, I am filled with excitement and great
anticipation as we continue to build a championship school district together. We will
continue to focus on the goals of our five-year strategic plan by adding additional social
work and counseling support for our students as it relates to improving services and support
that foster their wellness and behavioral health. Additionally, we will be working to improve
upon our curriculum, academic achievement, inter-building communication and practices as
well as our overall connectedness to the Grand Island and Western New York communities.
Thank you for your support as we work to continuously improve as a school system. I hope
you and your family enjoy the summer and that your children come back in September
energized and committed to growing academically, socially and emotionally.
Sincerely,
Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

DECA Year Highlights!
Highlights from the 2018-19 DECA program were:

• GIHS student Gabriella Bergstrom was the first ever New York DECA president elected.
• GIHS DECA Advisor Cheryl Chamberlain was given a Life Achievement Award.

• Seven students moved onto Nationals, including a first-place win by Casey’s Cabana
owners Gabby Bergstrom, Luke Hess and Lauren Merletti.

• Top Ten notoriety in the state for two of the three middle school teams as well as 15 other
students.
• Remarkable work using local businesses as examples in business plans by students
(Momma De’s, Casey’s Cabana, GI Neighbors Foundation, Tops, Social Status
Marketing)

• Eight students earned a competition spot at the DECA International Career Development
Conference in Orlando.
• GIHS sophomore Emily Cohen became the first student from Grand Island to receive a
finalist medal for her competition area, Retail Merchandising.
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Tasting
Rainforest’s
Foods

Huth Road third-graders who had studied
and learned about the Rainforest got to
sample
the many
foods
that come
from the
Rainforest.
The
taste test
included
coconut
and
coconut
milk,
grapefruit,
mandarin
oranges, and lemon. They also tasted
mango, guava juice, pineapple, dates, and
chocolate. By far, the favorite was the
chocolate! Students were also very brave
and tasted a bit of unsweetened cacao
- which was not well received. There
were many “yucks” heard around the
room. Students gained an understanding
and appreciation of just how important
Rainforests are in providing many
resources for us.

Senior Writes Play

Two years of work by GIHS senior Sara
Gorton resulted in “Misdirection”, a
play with clever plot twists that was the
GIHS Spotlighter’s spring production.
The play is the
culmination of two
years of work by
Sara who asked
Spotlighter advisor
Maggie Kennedy
two years ago if
she could write
and direct her own
show in her senior
year. Sara was also in the cast, along
with Caity Kleinschmidt, Ryan Michki,
Madison MacNeil, Brenden Budnik,
Grace Wenner, Patrick Loss and others
who brought Sara’s written characters to
life.

3

Grand Island Central School District

GIHS French
Students Travel
to France

Spending their spring break surrounded
by French history, 18 Grand Island High
School French language students of
teacher Susan MacPherson traveled to
France. Johnathan Head joined the group
as a chaperone. The students spent three
days touring
the sites of
Paris and a
four-hour
bike tour
throughout
the city was
just one
highlight
of the trip.
Using their
French
language
skills and
knowledge of French history, they were
able to visit many historical sites such
as Versailles and the Loire Valley where
they visited several chateau. By the
end of the week, the students arrived in
Normandy where they went to Omaha
Beach, Arromanches and the U.S.
Cemetery. This experience was very
moving for our students. They were able
to descend into the German bunkers that
still line the coast and view what remains
of the man-made harbor at Arromanches.

Learning About
Immigration

U.S. Border Patrol agents Eduardo Payan
and Michael Fay, Jr. (pictured right)
shared their career experiences with 102
students in Brian Winger’s NUSTEP
Spanish class. They spoke about their
many years of enforcement along the
busy southern United States-Mexico
border, as well as right here protecting
the U.S.-Canadian zone. Students were
able to ask many questions regarding
current immigration issues, the nature of
border patrol work, and the importance
of Spanish while working in this field.
We are grateful for the time the agents
were able to share with us, as well as for
the vital work they do.
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Message From Your BOE President
This year the Board of Education brought forward a capital project and
budget that was successfully adopted by our community. Thank you for
your support in our endeavors to update facilities, add a new multi-plex
sports facility, and improve security and safety at the middle and high
school buildings. I am grateful to live in a community that values education.

It was an honor to attend award ceremonies highlighting our achievements
as a school district. The Erie County School Boards Awards Dinner
recognized our school community for its Growing Readers Program,
spearheaded by Cheryl Cardone. Thank you to the Grand Island
Neighbor’s Foundation, Grand Island Rotary, Grand Island Teachers Association, our School
Related Professionals, the Administrator’s Union, Fuccillo Automotive Group, Grand Island
Pediatrics, Grand Island Memorial Library, and Grand Island Golden Age Center for your
donations to such an important program which promotes reading aloud to children.

I participated in the 8th Grade Awards Assembly and would like to thank Mrs. Campbell
and the 8th grade teachers for organizing such a wonderful event. In addition to this, I
attended the Tenure and Retiree Reception to show gratitude to retiring employees for years
of dedicated service and wish the newly tenured teachers well in their careers, the Chamber
of Commerce Citizens’ of the Year Awards honoring Educator of the Year Jeffrey Green, and
the WNY Service Council Awards recognizing Dr. Graham. Lastly, I was able to spend time
with and thank our dedicated parent volunteers at the PTA Installation Dinner.
I would like to thank our outgoing school board trustees Donna Tomkins and Lisa Pyc for
their 9 and 6 years of service respectively. Beginning on July 8, I am looking forward to
serving with our newest board members James Grover and Nicole Novak, both of whom
possess many years of experience in the education field in other local area school districts.
As an educator for 23 years and a National Teacher Hall of Fame inductee, I have found
my work experience as a teacher to be particularly beneficial when making decisions that
impact the education of young people.

Finally, congratulations to the Class of 2019! It was a pleasure to see each and every one
of you walk across the stage at Kleinhans on your graduation day. Just a few years ago
I watched my oldest daughter graduate from Grand Island and several weeks ago from
the University of Pennsylvania. While the pomp and circumstance of PENN’s 263rd
commencement ceremony was spectacular, it was the words of President Amy Gutman
that resonated with me as she gave a clear directive to PENN’s newly minted class of Ivy
League graduates. Dr. Gutman said, “Now the task before you: Stay at the loom. Do not rest
easy with sameness. Speak out and stand up. Weave together a world better, freer, and more
inclusive.” I shared this message with our graduates and will leave our community with
this ask: Begin school ready to make Grand Island Central School District better and more
inclusive. Have a safe, fun-filled summer!
Respectfully submitted,
Ashli Skura Dreher
School Board President

www.grandislandschools.org
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GIHS Jr. Docents are Experts

A group of Grand Island High School students became subject matter experts on Frank
Lloyd Wright and the house he created for Darwin Martin Jr. As part of the Junior Docent
program at the Darwin Martin House, students learn about various styles of architecture
such as prairie style, design principles, and personal information about both Frank Lloyd
Wright and the Martin family.

The Jr. Docent Program consisted of three parts. First, the students in the GIHS architecture
and construction class went to the Darwin Martin house and were given a tour. During the
tour the students took notes on everything they saw and the architectural components. The
day wrapped up with questions and answers regarding the concepts, principles of design and
history. Back at school, the students focused on one area of the house and did some further
research on a particular room or feature.
Next, the educational director at the Martin House came to class and talked further on the
research that the students completed and checked to make sure the student information was
accurate.
The culmination of the program was a tour of the Martin house for family, friends, school
administrators and others where students were the docents to explain the significance of
various rooms and design features in the house.

“The students that participated did a fantastic job delivering two separate tours,” said GIHS
teacher Eric Cohoon. “It was a great experience for them in public speaking and exposing
them to something out of their comfort zone.”

Broadway Bound

The Kaegebein Broadway Bound participated in the annual Fantasy Island Music
Festival and received a medal for their performance for the third year in a row.

www.grandislandschools.org

Beautiful Hands
at Huth

As a way of honoring visiting author
Kathryn Otoshi and her book, Beautiful
Hands, every Huth Road student
designed a leaf in the shape of a hand
for a collaborate artwork. Each student
answered the question, what will your
beautiful hands do today? Each grade is a
different color leaf for the tree.

AP Stats Students
Take 1st Place

The team of Nicholas Carey and Natalie
Turck, GIHS AP Statistics students,
earned a first
place overall
in the first
annual UB
Statistics
competition.
Teams of 2-4
students from
local high
schools competed at the UB School of
Public Health and Health Professions.
Students were responsible for collecting
data, analyzing their data and displaying
their findings on a poster. Teams had
to present their findings to a panel of
judges, along with distinguished faculty
from UB. Third place overall went to the
team of Kassidy Taylor, Brady Hofmeyer,
Christian Whetham and Will Soos.

5

Grand Island Central School District
From the Curriculum Department

Tips to Avoid the Summer Slide

As a parent, you may have heard of the term “summer slide.” This
term refers to the perceived loss of skills for many children, when
they do not have the opportunity to practice what they have learned
during the school year, over the summer. It is very common for
literacy and math skills to “slide” and result in summer learning loss.
Summer vacation is, however, still a great opportunity to have
your child(ren) continue to retain and expand their learning and
experiences. The summer slide can be avoided by integrating a few
routines into the time you spend with your children.

Read daily.
• Research has shown that reading 4-6 books at the appropriate
level (not too hard, not too easy) can help children maintain their
reading skills during the summer.
• Join your child(ren) in side by side reading. When they see you
enjoying a good book, they begin to see reading as something of
value.
• Let them read to you. Giving them your undivided attention is
important and will boost their confidence when they see you
invest your time listening to them read.
Visit the Library.
• Create opportunities for children to touch, hold and turn the

Caring for Peeps at Huth

Third-grade students in Angela Hamilton’s class at Huth Road
Elementary had so much fun “Adopting a Peep” for the week
leading up to Spring Break! For “Adopt a Peep”, students each
picked an egg to “hatch”. Students waited in anticipation to see
if they would get a girl or boy Peep and some students even had
twin Peeps when they opened their eggs! Students made safe
and comfy nests for their Peeps to rest in all day. The kids were
responsible for watching their Peep at all times. If they needed
to leave throughout the day, students
needed to “pay” a fellow classmate with
jellybeans to babysit. When students went
to lunch and special, their Peeps took a
nice long nap in the classroom. The Peeps
went home each night with the children
and needed to be returned to school every
day. The students needed to read to their
Peep every evening and tuck him or her
in for bed at night. Many of the Peeps
went on adventures, ate dinner with the
families, and met new friends. Some of
the Peeps played outside and even went to
Adrian’s for ice cream! Mrs. Hamilton’s
class had so much fun taking care of
their Peeps and they really learned some
wonderful lessons in responsibility. The
Easter Bunny came back at the end of the
week to take back the baby Peeps and left
a little gift for each student in return for a
job well done!
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pages of real books. Put down the “screen time” and create a
physical connection to reading.
• Have your child(ren) select books that reflect their personal
interests and reading levels.
• Check out the GI Library’s summer program schedule for some
fun learning related activities.
• If you can’t make it to the library, check out myOn by
Renaissance digital library, which includes more than 6,000
fiction and nonfiction books. More information can be seen at:
https://www.myon.com/index.html
As you travel, pick up pamphlets from vacation or day trips.
• If your children are too young to read the information presented,
model a “read-aloud” where you can read the information to
them and discuss what you have learned together. This introduces
children to new vocabulary words and builds their understanding
of words that extend the personal learning experience in areas
that become social studies or science topics in school. (Think
zoos, historical locations, museums…)
Give your child(ren) a reason to continue to write.
• Consider gifting a journal or special notebook. Encourage them
to write during the summer to capture their memories.
• Your child(ren) could use a freestyle entry format or you could
suggest capturing a day in sequential form (i.e. This morning we
heard the birds chirping outside our window. In the afternoon
we went swimming. After swimming, we had ice cream with our
cousins.)
• Consider writing that would include “small moment stories”
about a summer day experience. Many of our younger students
are now familiar with and enjoy writing “small moment stories”.
• Have your child(ren) record a list of interesting facts from
someplace they have been.
• Encourage them to write stories about a character, real or
imagined, who might have lived in a place you visited. (Fort
Niagara, zoo…). If you are planning a trip, you could “charge
them” with creating their own pamphlet of things and places they
think they will see. This is a perfect opportunity for them to draw
and create visually too!
Math, numbers are everywhere!
• If you are using a recipe, have your child(ren) help with
measuring; determine which measurement is larger 2/3 cup or
1/2 cup.
• Have older kids “guesstimate” the cost of filling the gas tank; (I
need about 10 gallons and the price is 2.89/gallon.) What do you
think the cost will be?
• When shopping, have them calculate the sale savings of 25% off
and what the final price of an item will be.
• Household projects? Include your children and have them help
measure length, width, and calculate an area involved.
• Summer is an opportunity to continue the learning and growing
embedded in all summer activities. Wishing your family a safe
summer filled with laughter, togetherness and the continued love
of learning.
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GIHS Science Teacher, Jeffrey
Green, Named GI Citizen of the
Year in Education

Jeffrey Green, a high school
science teacher, has been named
the Grand Island Citizen of the
Year in Education by the Grand
Island Chamber of Commerce.
An outstanding educator and an
inspirational teacher leader who
believes in the power of working
together to solve problems,
Green is a dedicated, intelligent,
innovative and natural leader who
always acts in the best interest of
his students.

Green studied and earned a
bachelor’s degree in biology
and chemistry. He received
his masters’ degree from
St. Bonaventure University. He began working professionally as a medical
technologist at a local hospital. He later taught two years in the science being
hired in Grand Island in 2006. Since then, Green has taught earth science, biology
and a college level environmental science course, which allows GIHS students
to receive college credit. Additionally, he extends his passion for teaching as an
adjunct professor at the University of Buffalo teaching Wildlife and Wildlands
Management, a course focused on protecting wildlife in our wildlands.

Celebrating
Trees

The Celebrate Trees event held at Grand
Island High School included a tree planting
demonstration, a tribute to trees, tree medallion
craft, planting seeds, scavenger hunt, wood
carving table, greenhouse tour and more. Trees
planted by the GICSD Buildings and Grounds
crew were viewed at the event. Instructions on
what trees to plant and how to plant them were
handed out at the event also.
Paul Yaeger of the GI Conservation Board
demonstrated how to plant a bare root sapling.
Diane Evans of the GI Conservation Board
instructed children about the scavenger hunt.
There were tours of the GIHS gree house. GIHS
Environmental Science students Maddie Mesmer,
Will Soos, Brianna Bachman, and Allison Fluker
helped out at the event.
This event was put on by the Grand Island
Conservation Advisory Board and was cosponsored by the Grand Island Central School
District and the Town of Grand Island.

He is responsible for the design, creation and implementation of a state-of-theart greenhouse on the GIHS campus that is used 12 months a year by GIHS
students. Students are able to study basic principles of plant science, propagation
and greenhouse management through a hands-on project-based approach to
learning. Furthermore, students with intellectual disabilities are also able to use
the greenhouse for vocational skill building throughout their summer school
experiences.

An Island resident for the past 12 years, Green is the chairman of the town’s
Conservation Advisory Board and volunteers his time in our community by talking
to community leaders and leading nature walks that focus on various nature topics.
This allows him to put some of the topics he teaches into action as he advocates for
the natural resources found on Grand Island.

Making a Difference
Fourth-graders in Katherine Chadwick’s class at
Kaegebein Elementary participate every year in
a class play with an academic theme or message,
or one that integrates our curriculum. This
develops their reading fluency, helps them to learn
information in a meaningful and interesting way,
and integrates the arts into the classroom. This year
our performance of “Make a Difference” celebrated
good will and positive character traits.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Living Museum
Highlights
Research Skills

Famous folks from the past came alive
at the second-grade living museum
at William Kaegebein Elementary as
students honed traditional and online
research skills.

Proud Writers

Third-graders in Maria L. Seibert’s class at William Kaegebein have Writer’s Workshop
time each day. During workshop time they are wholeheartedly involved in the writing
process. Their completed pieces are published and placed with pride in their portfolios. The
portfolios include poetry, narratives, informational, persuasive, and media pieces.

They selected a historical figure to
research using the PebbleGo online
research database, books, and a graphic
organizer. Using their data, they created
a poster about their person using the Pic
Collage app.

They memorized important facts and
quotes from their person. They created a
costume and dressed up as their person
for the living museum where they stood
still in a pose until they were tapped by a
museum visitor. They then “came to life”
and recited a fact or quote.

Author Skype Bridges Distance
Bringing world-class authors and poets into
the classroom is easy when teachers put
technology to use. Second-graders Skyped
with poet Kenn Nesbitt in the library and

Spring Brunch

Celebrating the annual Spring
Brunch in the second-grade
class of Dana Santospirito,
parents were invited to
join students for brunch
of eggs, bacon/sausage, waffles, fruit,
breakfast pizza, and desserts. The
classroom and place settings all had a
spring theme. After brunch, the students
colored eggs, decorated baskets for their
eggs, and decorated cookies.

8

were able to ask him questions about one of
his books that they had read. Third-graders
Skyped with author Laura Murray about her
book, “The Gingerbread Man Loose in the
School”.

Pairing Tech
& Literature

Students in Mrs. Parillo’s class at
William Kaegebein Elementary had
to work together to build a cup tower
after reading the book “Iggy Peck,
Architect”

www.grandislandschools.org
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When You Wish

The third-grade students of Mrs. Ahne and Mrs. Kwiatkowski took a moment to wish upon
a star and create their own “Wish Poems”.

Sharing
Kindness

The Early Act club at William Kaegebein
Elementary collected toiletries for the
Shower with Kindness Drive for the
Buffalo City Mission.

Medication Take Back Program

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation offers a Pharmaceutical
Take-Back Program to “Get the Meds Out” of your home’s medicine cabinet by providing
the Grand Island community with a free, safe, convenient and environmentally responsible
disposal option. DEC-sponsored medication collection kiosks are located at the Grand
Island Town Hall and the Erie county Sheriff’s Grand Island Substation in Grand Island, NY.
Medication collection kiosks are located at:

Grand Island Town Hall
2255 Baseline Road Grand Island, NY 14072
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.)
Closed (Sat.-Sun.) 716-773-9600

Erie County Sheriff Substation
1856 Whitehaven Road Grand Island, NY 14072
716-773-5252

GISBA Golf
Outing

The Grand Island School and Business
Alliance annual golf outing will be
Aug. 19 at River Oaks Country Club.
Registration and lunch starts at 11 a.m.
with a noon tee off. Price per golfer
is $135. All proceeds of the outing
benefit students who participate in
the events and activities sponsored
by GISBA. Registration forms are at
grandislandschools.org/golf.

Summer Reading at
GI Memorial Library!

Fill out the Sidway Library Summer Reading Program Record (available at both the
school and at the public library) with your child and bring it to Sidway in September
to be eligible for a reading reward prize and a certificate from Mrs. Balk, the Sidway
Librarian.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Student Wins
Art Competition

Eighth-grader Aiden Hermanson, a
student of Amanda Balisteri, Jo Hegarty,
and Susan Szczublewski’s science class,
won the Buffalo Museum of Science
Solution to Plastic Pollution Art Project
Competition 2019. Aiden’s work was
displayed at the Buffalo Museum of
Science. Aiden was one of 16 winners,
chosen from a field of over 40 schools
spanning middle school to high school.

Sweetness
for Sale

The Grand Island High School
Art Club Sold baked goods at the
annual GICSD K-12 Art Show
to raise money to travel to next
year’s Olympics of the Visual
Arts in Saratoga, NY. The event
is sponsored every year by the
New York State Art Teacher’s
Association (NYSATA). This
year, both Bryce Wolf and Kim
Swain completed artwork for the
Olympics, as well as having it
displayed the in the district show.
Additionally, the two competed
in the NYS Art Education
Association’s section of the Youth
Art Month Flag Contest sponsored
by the Council for Art Education.
The theme for the flag contest was
Your Art, Your Story.

Sidway Book Store

To culminate the Show and Tell unit in
Mariacristina Brockway’s class, students
enjoyed a writing celebration. They
set up a “book store” in the hallway
to showcase their writing. They were
hoping that other classes would pass
by, read some of the work, and leave a
positive comment on an index card.

Artist of the month
Huth Road fifth-grader Kenna MacNeil is the June
artist of the month. She is involved in Art Club, Band
and Chorus. Her favorite piece is her “Starry Night”
that she emulated after artist Vincent van Gogh. Kenna
is encouraged by her family and friends to continue
making art.
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Distinguished Alumni Inducts
Three New Members

The 2019 inductees to the GICSD Distinguished Alumni roster were honored in March.

From the Class of 2003, Malcolm J. Merriweather, a conductor and baritone, has enjoyed
a varied career from singing Bach’s St. Matthew Passion to conducting the music from
Legend of Zelda. He is music director of New York City’s The Dessoff Choirs, known for
their performances of great choral works from the pre-Baroque era through the 21st century.
He is an assistant professor, director of choral studies and voice department coordinator at
Brooklyn College of
the City University
of New York, artist
in residence at
Union Theological
Seminary.

VCMS at
DECA States

Wyn Roberts, Kathleen Krawczyk and
Elizabeth Carpenter of the Veronica
E. Connor Middle School DECA team
medaled in the Top 10 against 40 high
school teams at DECA State competition.
Not to be outdone are Megan Pinzel and
Ella Rudney, star athletes who are just
as quick on their feet in written and oral
communication, medaling in Top Ten
against 24 high school teams with their
personalized hydroflasks.

From the Class of
1982, Wayne Sharpe
is an award-winning
television and film
composer whose
ability to craft
powerful evocative
soundtracks
and themes has
allowed him to
establish himself
as a dynamic and
creative force in the
film and television
industry. A highly Pictured (l to r) Wayne Sharpe, Dr. Anna M. Quider, Dr. Malcolm J. Merriweather.
specialized composer and a unique producer fusing orchestral scoring with electronic
music, Wayne composed the musical themes for IMAX theaters, CBS Evening News, the
Olympics, The CBS Evening News, The CBS Election Theme, Face The Nation, The NYC
Marathon, Miss Universe, and Miss USA to name a few.
From the Class of 2002, Dr. Anna M. Quider is the assistant vice president for federal
relations at Northern Illinois University (NIU). She manages NIU’s presence in Washington,
D.C. and serves as the primary liaison between NIU and the federal government including
the U.S. Congress, White House, and federal agencies. Anna is one of the only scientists to
serve as the lead federal representative of a university in the United States. Anna has held
positions at the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. House of Representatives where she
worked to advance science and education policy. Prior to her career in policy, Anna was an
active researcher in astrophysics.

Sidway Artist of
Month

Charlotte Sidway first-grader William Trenda is the
June Artist of the Month. William is a terrific and
energetic student who also shows an amazing talent
and creativity in the visual arts. In addition to his
extraordinary drawing skills, William loves to create
artwork using collage techniques and looks forward
to working more with clay and other 3-dimensional
mediums.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Proud
Authors at
Sidway

First-graders in Mrs. Fuch’s class
worked very hard to become writers as
they wrote and went through a formal
publishing process this year. They
submitted their written work which was
published in a book. This project made
the students very proud of their work.

First-Grade
Keepsake
Mrs. Schroeder’s first-grade
class published a class book
using software from Student
Treasures Publishing. Each
student wrote a page and
illustrated a picture of what they
want to be when they grow up.
It is a perfect keepsake!

Mastering Vowels

An end of the year phonics unit of study
in the first-grade classroom co-taught by
Mrs. Taylor, Miss Hall, Mrs. MacDonell
and Mrs. Snyder had the children writing
down rules that pertain to vowels. Very
impressive work from Sidway’s first
graders!
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UPK Update

Universal Pre-Kindergarten students at Sidway practiced hard for their production of
“The Alphabet Mystery” to showcase the songs and rhymes they learned this year.
Each student received a certificate at their Moving Up Day ceremony as they head off
to kindergarten in the fall!

www.grandislandschools.org
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Promoting Safe Choices

Mercy Flight made a stop at Grand Island High School on prom day to promote safe choices
during the busy prom and graduation season. The day began with a presentation to the
senior class by School Resource Officer Tom Franz, fellow classmates, and Mercy Flight.
The message to the students was clear; to make good choices and stay safe during this busy
prom/graduation season. The visit by Mercy Flight was an added bonus and the students
observed their landing and questions were answered regarding their important role in live
saving all over WNY. Prom was then held at the Foundry on Elmwood and students danced
the night away. After prom, it was back to the high school where teachers and parents hosted
a post prom celebration with entertainment and prizes till the wee hours of the morning.
These events were made possible by an immense amount of time and effort in raising funds
to keep our students in a safe and responsible atmosphere. Many thanks to advisors Eileen
Briceland, Ameila Scinta, Mandy Myers and Cheryl Chamberlain (prom coordinators) and
Melissa Kosmoski and Bob Simpson (post prom leaders). The PSTA, parents, support staff
and local business are at the heart of post prom and did an awesome job. With less than a
month till graduation, the senior class looks forward to their exciting future.

Learning About Plants at
Eco Island

Miss Andrews’ class at Charlotte Sidway Elementary went to Eco Island in May to
study the parts of a plant, what they need to grow and seeds. They planted pumpkin
seeds and examined seeds through hand lenses.

Smart Cookies
Team Competes
in Regional
Battle of Books

Gianna Masker, Keira Murray, Cate
Hegarty and Diana DeAngelo are four
smart cookies who love to read and
answer trivia questions about books. The
four Veronica E. Connor Middle School
students made up the Smart Cookies
team in the Battle of the Books.

The Battle
of the
Books is
an exciting,
book-based
trivia
competition
for students
in grades
6-8. Teams
of three
to five
students
read the
same five
books and then compete in an online quiz
style competition using Socrative. There
were two rounds at VCMS with nine
teams competing. The Smart Cookies
team won the building round and went
on to the WNY Regional finals held at
Pioneer Middle School on April 10 where
they took fourth place out of 12 schools.
The books they had to read were:

“The Angel Experiment (Maximum Ride)”
by James Patterson
“Brave” by Svetlana Chmakova

“Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie” by
Jordan Sonnenblick
“Peak” by Roland Smith

“The War That Saved My Life” by
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

www.grandislandschools.org
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Padlet Connects
VCMS with
London Students

Several eighth-graders in Rachael
Hahn’s English class at Veronica Connor
Middle School had an opportunity to
partner up with an international pen pal
from London. Using Padlet, an online
communication site, students discussed
various topics with other students
from Walthamstow School for Girls.
Discussion topics ranged from important
issues that teenagers face today to
climate change to technology. Students
from both the United States and England
enjoyed sharing differing viewpoints and
hearing from individuals from another
country.

VCMS Chess Finishes Great Year

This has been a tremendous year for our VCMS Chess Club, the team has won 8 team
trophies and 21 individual trophies this school year, ranking our chess club ahead of every
other Scholastic Chess Club in WNY. Pictured (l to r with the team trophies) Matthew
Burridge, Jierui Jiao, Hayden Garey, Kaden Smith, Tanner Hawley, John Paul Szczublewski,
Daniel Hawkins, Mithil Kara, Sammy May, Conner Leslie, Sophia Heffley, Asher Wright.

Debbie Beyer Receives Delta
Kappa Gamma Good Apple Award
Another Donation

Charlotte Sidway first-grader Charlotte
Duffy becomes the latest student to
donate to the Sidway Playground fund.
The students of Sidway Elementary and
the Sidway
Playground
Committee
wish to
thank the
community
for their
generous and
continued
support to
make our
inclusive
dream
playground
a reality. Sidway’s new playground will
be a community build and volunteers are
sought to help, email lindasamland@
gicsd.org if interested. A date for the
build has not yet been secured.
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Debbie Beyer, a Life Skills teacher aide at
Veronica E. Connor Middle School, received
the Good Apple Award from the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society International for her
patience, loving strictness and modeling of
behaviors for students so they can achieve
their goals. Nominated by Mary Jane Fonte,
a VCMS teacher and Gamma Delta Chapter
vice president, the award is presented to a
school related personnel who exemplifies
excellence in promoting the educational
process within Grand Island schools. Mrs.
Beyer received the Delta Kappa Gamma
Good Apple Award at the year-end meeting
of the Gamma Delta Chapter at the North
Tonawanda Public Library. She received her
DKG red rose, a floral bouquet and trophy
from her student, Reagan Fast.
“Debbie treats her students like her own
children, with loving strictness,” said Mrs.
Fonte. “She does not wonder if a task is too
hard for her student; instead, Debbie figures
out how to make it possible. Corrections
are given with a firmness coated with
unconditional love, so the students never
question whether she will give them another
chance to try again. Introductions and other
social cues are modeled and then sensitively
crafted in those under her care. Debbie is
careful to give full eye contact, giving her

Pictured are Mrs. Beyer, Reagan Fast and Mrs.
Fonte.

charge full attention in every situation, and
then expecting the same back in return.
Struggles are met with calmness and followthrough, without losing her patience and her
eye on the prize, that of modeling, along
with moms and dads, for children who can
and will be as independent as possible.”

www.grandislandschools.org
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VCMS Performers Get
Feedback

Performers from the Veronica E. Connor Middle School production of
Mulan Jr. got invited to a special day of performances, workshops and
master classes at Shea’s Junior Theater Celebration. The feedback from the
NYC iTheatrics team was valuable and our students learned a lot.

Inquiring Minds

Fourth-graders in Katherine Chadwick’s class at
Kaegebein Elementary completed an New York State
Inquiry project.
They learned about
asking higher level
questions. They
selected who they
wanted to work with
and what questions
they would like
answered. They then
decided how to present the answer to their questions and
completed it independently.

Storybooks & STEAM
The STEAM room
activity at William
Kaegebein Elementary
allows students to
become makers to
create 3-D replicas
of storybook scenes
during a Storybook &
STEAM lesson.

Earning Band Awards

Class of 2032
The Kaegebein jazz band took first place in the elementary division
at the Springville Pageant of Bands. The Kaegebein concert band
was awarded a Gold with Distinction rating at the NYSSMA major
organization festival at Lancaster High School. Earning either
“outstanding” or “excellent” ratings, 22 Kaegebein band students
performed at the NYSSMA solo/ensemble festival at West Seneca East
Senior High School including Gianna Bonaccorso, Lily Buckingham,
Jaiden Bush, Elijah Castner, Owen Cioppa, Madison Cope, Natalie
DeCourcey, Rebekah Dolan, Gianna Gallegos, David Hoover, Nicholas
Jayme, McKenna Lavin, Michael Lewandowski, Sarah Logar,
Avery McNulty, Evelyn Miller, Kaia Petrie, Isabella Pilon, Brianna
Schiffmacher, Caden Sharkey, Abbigal Toth, and Zachary Vinkle.

www.grandislandschools.org

Charlotte Sidway
Elementary welcomed
kindergarten families
to the district at
kindergarten orientation.
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Viking Olympics Helps Athletes to Compete
Seventy-two Special Olympic athletes
who compete at the state games have been
sponsored by Veronica E. Connor Middle
School through its Viking Olympics
fundraiser. The school is currently the No.
1 school in Western New York in terms of
the proceeds they have raised.
2019 marked the sixth year that Viking
Olympics was held and over $35,000
has been raised for the Special Olympics
of WNY. At Viking Olympics, VCMS
students raise money and compete against
each other in Olympic-style games and
events. There are food trucks, games,
basket raffle, and attractions for the whole
family.
“We started organizing this event because
the students love sports and competing
against one another. We didn’t have any
activities after school that would allow
them to do this so we decided let’s have
a fundraiser for the Special Olympics
because at the time we had some
middle school students who were part
of the Special Olympics,” said Deanna
Przepiora, who organizes the event with
Tracy Shores.
Each year since its inception, the event
has grown. The first year, students raised
money in order to participate on a team

and the competition was right after school
and it was only for students. The next
year, it became a community event where
parents and businesses were involved
until it grew to be an evening event with
food trucks, a family game room, dance
demos, a basket raffle, informational
tables along the Viking mall and bounce
houses.
“Most of our students have not
heard of Special Olympics when
we first introduce the Viking
Olympics,” she said. “We show
the students a very heartfelt video
explaining the importance behind
the Special Olympics and what it
means to the athletes.”
“I think this event is so
important for our students and
our community. We are helping
our students learn teamwork,
leadership skills and an act of
kindness,” she said. “They are
helping people achieve their goals
and accomplish their dreams with
being involved in the Special
Olympics organization. The
look of pride on our students’
faces when we present the check
to the Special Olympics is

unforgettable. The night of the Viking
Olympics is very special and heartfelt
because we invite Special Olympic
athletes to come and join a team - they
are Friends United. Seeing them compete
against our students is priceless. Our
students are very kind, encouraging and
respectful in every way!”
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