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Physical and
Immunization Changes
for 2018-2019
There are changes to the Health
Examination (Physical) Requirements
that will take effect July 1, 2018 for your
child. New York State has changed the
grade level requirements to include all
students entering the school district for
the first time, those entering Pre-K or
K, 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th and 11th grade,
will need a health examination physical.
The examination must be completed by
a New York State licensed physician,
physician assistant or nurse practitioner,
and presented to school within 30 days
of entering school. Physicals are valid
if performed no sooner than 12 months
prior to the first day of school of the
year in which it is required.
Continued on Page 2

Twirling up a Storm of
School Spirit
The Vikingettes Dance
Twirl Team and Color
Guard were busy this
winter with both group
and solo performances.
The entire Vikingettes
team entertained the
crowd at the varsity basketball senior
night game following the cheerleaders,
combining to deliver an awesome halftime show.
Additionally, juniors Amanda Ziehm
and Miranda Proctor performed solo
routines at a few
varsity basketball
games, and
freshman Morgan
Proctor performed
for junior varsity.

Sisters Compete in World Baton
Twirling Contest in Norway
Miranda Proctor and her sister,
Morgan, are in the gym six to seven
days a week practicing their baton
routines and taking private lessons.
They practice 11 months of the year,
as well as take dance and gymnastics
classes. Their dedication and hard
work has paid off, as they will
represent the United States at the
World Baton Twirling Championships
in Lillehammer, Norway at the end of
March.
Miranda, 17, will compete in the duet
division and Morgan, 14, will compete
in the 2-baton division.
They have both won local, state,
regional and national championship
titles. They also maintain honor roll
status at Grand Island High School,
where Miranda is a junior and Morgan is a freshman. The girls are both feature twirlers at
their high school.
They qualified for the World competition at the week-long National Baton Twirling
Championships held at the University of Notre Dame. Nationals are held every three years.
Miranda and her duet partner qualified by placing within the 1st place division in the duet
category. Morgan needed to be in the top three to qualify for her 2 baton division and she
placed second at nationals.

Syracuse University Course Comes to GIHS
Grand Island High School has added just a little bit of ‘orange’ to the traditional blue and
white this year by offering students the opportunity to participate in Syracuse University’s
Project Advance (SUPA). SUPA is an innovative program designed to give students a real
glimpse into the expectations and grading guidelines of an actual Syracuse University class.
SUPA supports students’ mastery of disciplined study habits, both in class and online. There
are currently 37 juniors and seniors enrolled in Donald Pray’s Psychology 205 Foundations
of Human Behavior class. Students work with Mr. Pray and Syracuse University professors
in researching and understanding the complex science of human behavior. Upon successful
completion of the course, these students will be able to transfer this credit to over 90% of the
colleges and universities in the United States.
“Having the opportunity to take Foundations of Behavior through SUPA and Syracuse
University has not only increased my knowledge in psychology, but it has also given me the
tools necessary to learn and function in a college environment,” said senior Gracie Tompkins,
who has excelled in the course.
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Health Examination Requirements by
Building:
Sidway - Grades PreK, Kindergarten and
Grade 1
Huth - Grades 3 and 5
Kaegebein - Grades 3 and 5
Middle School - Grade 7 (no change)
High School - Grades 9 and 11
A dental certificate which states your
child has been seen by a dentist or dental
hygienist is also requested, but not
required, for the above grade levels.
We hope that by sharing this information
with you early on, it will assist you in
planning and making the necessary
appointments with your own healthcare
providers. For more information, please
visit our district’s website, under “Health
Services Department” or contact your
child’s School Nurse.
New Immunization Requirements for
students in grades 6, 7, and 12 for the
2018-2019 school year.
Grade 6: Students who are entering 6th
grade and who are 11 years of age or
older must receive an immunization
containing tetanus toxoids, diphtheria, and
acellular pertussis (Tdap). Students who
are 10 years old and entering 6th grade
will not be required to receive the Tdap
until they turn 11 years old. Once they
turn 11, they must provide documentation
of a booster dose of Tdap or provide
proof of an appointment for the booster
dose within 14 days of their birthday.
Grade 7: All students entering Grade
7 must have 1 dose of Meningococcal
vaccine. They will be required to get a
booster at age 16.

South Sudan Well is Built in
Veronica E. Connor Middle School’s Name
After working for three years to fundraise over $10,000, students at Veronica E. Connor
Middle School have had a well built, in their name, in South Sudan. In 2018, the VCMS
well became the 314th to be built in South Sudan, one of the world’s newest country having
achieved its independence from the Republic of Sudan in 2011, and one of the world’s
poorest countries. The connection to South Sudan began with a book.
Seventh-graders read and study the book
“A Long Walk to Water” by Linda Sue Park
each year. This is a book about a Sudanese
refugee in the 1980’s who is displaced from
his family during the Sudan Civil War. After
living in refugee camps for over a decade,
he is eventually relocated to Rochester,
NY, where he went on to found the nonprofit organization Water for South Sudan,
Inc. Parallel to his story in this book, is the
fictional story of a composite character named
Nya, of the same age, who fetches water all
day, every day. The story teaches students about perseverance and how culture, time and
place impact a person’s life. As the main characters stories are one of hope and resiliency, the
students at VCMS became interested in participating in the Iron Giraffe Challenge to bring
fresh water to the most remote villages of South Sudan.
The Iron Giraffe Challenge is a fundraising effort for schools to participate in to raise money
for drilling wells in South Sudan. This mission is inspired and led by founder, main character,
and former “Lost Boy” Salva Dut. Over the years, students have raised money for The Iron
Giraffe Challenge by receiving donations and then participating in a two hour walk, carrying
gallon jugs, that would mimic the life for children of their age in South Sudan. Students have
had the opportunity to meet Linda Sue Park, the author, and Salva Dut, the main character, at
various field trips over the last few years. This book has been an inspiration to our students
and community who has supported this worthy cause for the past years.
Pictured are students who attended a field trip to meet Linda Sue Park and Salva Dut.
Water for South Sudan, Inc., based in Rochester, NY, is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation
founded in 2003. They operate successfully with a small paid staff, a network of committed
volunteers, and are supported by civic, educational, and faith-based groups and individual
donors as well as grants from foundations. Their mission is simple: Water for South Sudan
delivers direct, transformative and sustainable quality-of-life service to the people of South
Sudan by efficiently providing access to clean, safe water and improving hygiene practices in
areas of great need.

Grade 12: All students entering
Grade 12 must have either: 2 doses of
Meningococcal Vaccine with the booster
dose given on or after age 16, OR 1 dose
if your child’s first dose was given on or
after age 16.
Please contact your health care provider
to insure your child has what they need
to attend school in September, and make
an appointment as needed. Completed
immunization records may be dropped
off, mailed or faxed to your child’s
school. For further information, visit
the district’s website, under “Health
Services” or contact your School Nurse
with any questions.
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GICSD Holds Continuous
Recruitment of Substitutes
Grand Island Central School District accepts applications for all substitute positions on an
ongoing basis throughout the school year. Substitute applications are accepted in all areas for
positions at the district office, high school, middle school and three elementary schools, as
well as transportation, food service and building and grounds.

100 Days of School
Charlotte Sidway Elementary celebrated
the 100th day of school on Feb. 12.
Pictured are first-graders in their
engaging, academic centers where each
activity had something to do with the
number 100.

Apply at http://www.grandislandschools.org/substitutes. A Quick Link is also on the district
homepage.
All applicants for substitute positions must complete the WNY Schools Standard Application
online. Candidates for the teaching and nurse substitutes will use the ‘View Open Certified
Positions’ and search for the respective postings. Candidates for the school monitor, cafeteria
monitor, food service helpers, bus attendant, teacher aides, cleaner, clerical and bus driver
substitute positions will use the ‘View Open Classified Positions’ and search for the postings
by job title.
The mission of the Grand Island School District is to foster academic excellence, personal
growth, and social responsibility. Substitutes are critical to the staffing of our buildings and
may lead to permanent employment.

Kaegebein Gardens Open During Island
Garden Walk July 8
Spring is a busy time for the William Kaegebein Elementary Garden Club. Students are
practicing good conservation by harvesting seeds from our own organic plants. Students
are preparing to re-plant these seeds in our courtyard gardens. In our gardens are six raised
beds of organic fruits and vegetables including tomatoes, swiss chard and strawberries. The
courtyard also boasts four gardens with a variety of green and flowering plants that are native
to our area. One of the missions of the Kaegebein Garden Club is to repopulate the monarch
butterfly. An entire garden is committed to this with swamp milkweed to attract these
beautiful and endangered creatures.
This spring the Garden Club will participate in a STEM project to compete for a grant to
assist with the development of the gardens. Students must design and create a structure made
entirely from milk-type cartons. Kaegebein has banded together to collect cartons recycled
from our cafeteria and brought in from home. Students must use a minimum of 100 cartons
in their creation. Once the design process is complete, parents and community members are
welcome to offer their engineering and artistic skills to assist in the building process.
The Kaegebein Gardens will once again be featured as part of the Grand Island Garden Walk
this summer on July 8. Our students invite all to come see the fruits of their labor!
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Raising Funds to
Rebuild Sidway’s
Playground
Dedicated staff, parents and community
groups have helped supported Charlotte
Sidway Elementary as it begins the
process of raising funds to rebuild
its 20-year-old playground. Several
fundraising efforts have already taken
place including a coffee sale, greeting
card sale, Brick Oven pizza night and the
Monster Mash family event. The most
recent fundraiser is the 2017 Sea Doo
GTI jet ski and trailer raffle. Tickets can
be purchased from any Sidway faculty
member, the playground committee or
in the school office. The winner will be
announced at our Kick Off to Summer
fundraiser on June 1.
The community can support the Sidway
playground initiative by donating
refunds from bottle and can returns at
the Island Redemption Center located at
2447 Grand Island Blvd. in the Mighty
Taco plaza.

Message From Your Superintendent
In the weeks and months ahead we will be fully engaged in the
development of a five-year strategic plan. As many of you know,
strategic planning is a step-by-step process with definite objectives and
end products that can be implemented and evaluated over time. Very
simply, it is a process by which we look into the future, paint a picture
of that future based on current trends, and develop a blueprint on how
best to create a dynamic learning program for our students.
During this development phase, we will be surveying all of our
parents, students, staff, faculty, administration, community members,
senior citizens, graduates and our Board of Education to gather
Brian Graham, Ed.D.
their perspective on what they value and wish for our students.
Superintendent of Schools
Once this information is collected, Jennifer Patrick of the Canisius
College Center for Professional Development will analyze the results
and facilitate workshops with representatives from these stakeholder groups. The survey
information and workshops will serve to provide us with a foundation for a master plan that
will provide our students with a diversified educational experience second to none.
Thank you for taking the time to complete our survey and offer your perspective as we
develop these future goals. We know that strategic planning is an investment in our future
successes as we continue to strive to become a championship school district.
Sincerely,
Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Over 50 students Involved in “It’s a Small World” at Kaegebein
Celebrating “Music in our Schools” during March, William Kaegebein Elementary, with the support from the building’s PTA, presented
“It’s a Small World”. The school-wide musical featured a cast and crew of more than 50 students in grades 2-5 in two free performances
on March 8 and 9.
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Message From Your BOE President
We have begun the budget process, one that is transparent for both the
board of education and members of the community. This process allows
decisions to be made with confidence that all avenues have been vetted.
Richard Hitzges has been appointed as interim Assistant Superintendent
of Business and Finance for the district. Mr. Hitzges is a consultant at
Erie 1 BOCES, and I look forward to working with him. At this time,
I wish Robert McDow the best with his future endeavors with the City
of Buffalo. I encourage members of the community to attend a budget
session and sign up at the Voice of the People section of meeting to share
their thoughts and concerns. Some decisions are easier made than others,
but we will continue to focus on a balance, which is what is best for our students and the
community.
This May, there will be three Board of Education positions on the ballot. If you are interested
in running, please stop by District office to pick up a petition from Jude Kuehne, District
Clerk. Each of the board positions are three-year terms, beginning July 1, 2018. Petitions are
to be returned no later than 5 p.m. on April 16, 2018. I personally welcome any interested
persons who may have questions about what the positions entails to call or email me directly
at LisaPyc@gicsd.org.
“A single act of kindess throws out roots in all directions and the roots spring up and make
new trees.” - Amelia Earhart
Spring is just around the corner. With everything that is going on in the world, my hope is
that we walk out our door and start every day and Be Kind!
Graciously,
Lisa A. Pyc
School Board President

Art Contest Winners
Three Grand Island High School art students from Cindy Wynne’s Studio in Advertising
Design class were awarded prizes for their entries into the Healthy Choices Art and Poetry
Contest sponsored by WNY United Against Drugs and Alcohol. Juliana Koloshuk took
second place, Maria Sciortino placed third, and Crystal Burgos received honorable mention.
The girls were awarded cash prizes at an awards ceremony held at the Erie County
Fairgrounds this winter.
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DECA Sets Sights on
a “Limitless” Year!
The New York DECA State Career
Conference was attended by Grand
Island DECA and the theme “Limitless”
helped them soar to be the best. Current
NYS Officer, Yusuf Mojawalla, ended
his term with the hope that sophomore
Luke Hess could take over the reign.
Unfortunately, this was not the case, but
Luke ran a solid campaign and he and
junior Jacob Corrao spoke in front of
the 2,400 students present. Once again,
senior Samatha Garcia sang the National
Anthem and gave a stellar performance.
Grand Island continued to shine with
state winners in Job Interview (Kaylee
Butcher) and three middle school
students placing in Sales Demo and
Wholesale Selling (Jack Stravino, Justin
Horvath, and Evan Walowitz). The
JVDECA advisor, Mary Jane Fonte,
watched two of the three take first place
in each event!
Ultimately, three high school students
qualified for the International Career
Development Conference in Atlanta in
April: Lauren Merletti, Faith Gworek
and Olivia VeRost. Each contestant
wrote business plans and presented them
at the State Conference. In addition,
many medals were won in top ten events
for the other 41 competitors from Grand
Island Middle and High School levels.
Pictured are the Middle School winners,
Jack Stravino, JVDECA advisor Mary
Jane Fonte, Evan Walowitz and Justin
Horvath.
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GIHS Senior Earns Trip to NYC
National Auto Contest
A Grand Island High
School senior who studies
automotive through Kenton
Career & Technical Center
was part of a two-man
team earning a first place
award at the Niagara
Frontier Automobile
Dealers Association’s 2018
Ron Smith Memorial Auto
Tech Competition.

Vive la France and
Tasty Crepes
French students at the high and middle
schools celebrated “Le Chandeleur”, a
French tradition that is celebrated by
eating crepes. The high school’s annual
Crepe day in French class included
countless crepes filled with fresh fruit,
Nutella, whipped cream, chocolate
chips and many other delicious fillings.
The students love learning the beautiful
French language and the culture and
tradition of francophone countries
around the world. The day was filled
with French food, French music and of
course French conversation! As the first
semester ends, the students are already
asking when the croissant breakfast will
be held!
Middle school students with a love of
French have been attending French Club
with Madame Stachnik. Here, students
learn and practice the language, as well
as learning about French culture. The
students are able to sample French food
and learn about traditions and customs.
Students learned about “Le Chandeleur”,
a French tradition that is celebrated by
eating crepes. During another meeting,
students sampled chocolate fondue and
wrote Valentine’s Day cards in French
for friends and family. French Club
meets monthly for any middle schoolers
who are interested.
Pictured (l to r) are high school students
Ashley Maras, Isabel Buckingham and
Makaila Elandt.
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Kyle Huttenmaier of
Grand Island and Alex
Prims of Tonawanda High
School competed in the
Automotive Diagnostics
portion of the competition.
They worked as a team to uncover hidden automotive bugs planted on test vehicles. The
team went through a series of diagnostic, workstation and performance tests to measure their
automotive technical skills and abilities. Ford Motor Company was the vehicle sponsor and
provided vehicles for the students to use during competition.
Huttenmaier and Prims claimed the top spot in the competition, earning a three-day, allexpense paid trip to New York City to compete in the National Automotive Technology
Competition. In addition, the team received toolboxes full of tools and equipment and $1,000
scholarships for furthering their automotive education.
Pictured are the Kenton seniors team Alex Prims (second from left) and Kyle Huttenmaier
(second from right) with their trophy, held by their teacher, Gary Willis. Also pictured is
Niagara Frontier Automobile Dealers Association Chairwoman Carol Duchman (left) and
President Paul Stasiak.

GIHS Athletes Sign for College Play
Nine Grand Island High School student-athletes signed letters of intent to play sports at the
college level.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Sarah Bykowicz, soccer, University at Buffalo
Ana Mascaro, soccer, Pace University
Grace Stranahan, soccer, Daemen College
Tom Cecere, lacrosse, North Greenville University
Lauren Chadwick, volleyball, Slippery Rock University
Rosie Boyko, hockey, Queens College
Ryan Buzby, cross country/track, University at Buffalo
Chloe McQuestion, softball, Mercyhurst University
Jason Messing, rugby, St. Bonventure University

Buzby Earns PAL Award
Ryan Buzby, an outstanding three sport athlete who is one of the all time great Viking Cross
Country runners, was honored with the Niagara Police Athletic League award at its 36th
annual Sports Awards Dinner. Chosen from a field of 24 local high school student-athletes,
the award honors scholastic achievement and athletic performance..
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K-12 Artist of the Month
Each year, the art department of Grand Island Central School District recognizes many of
its top artistic achievers with the “K-12 Artist of the Month” award. Presented to 10 students
annually, the award highlights the varied accomplishments and achievements of district
students who excel artistically and who creatively solve problems by using a wide variety of
media to express and find their own unique artistic voices.
November 2017:
Fifth-grade Kaegebein
Elementary student,
Cole Zorich, was a
perfect candidate for
Artist of the Month
because of his
meticulous and creative
solutions to all artistic
problems. Cole not only
enjoys creating art in
school, but also at home, and he is always
bringing in amazing artwork to share with his
teacher and classmates. Cole takes pride in
his artwork and only settles for awesome!
Cole’s teacher, Mrs. Schlageter, is proud to
have him in her art room, and his thoughtful
insight throughout each project is welcomed.
December 2017:
Fifth-grade Huth Road
Elementary student,
Melaina Taylor, started
her art interest in
kindergarten and has
continued to create art
that really shines.
Melaina said her parents
encourage her and
believe in her along with her Aunt Anita and
Don. She attributes her artistic talent to her
Dad and Nana. Melaina is pictured with her
favorite artwork, The Winter Cardinals, she
created in third grade at Huth Road. Her
work has been included in art shows and is
on display in the school. Melaina always
produces amazing art and takes pride in her
work. She takes her time, does a neat job,
and pays attention to detail. Melaina also is a
member of the after-school Art Club. She
believes art will always be important to her
and will help her in her future as an engineer.
January 2018:
Emma Flaherty, a
kindergarten student at
Charlotte Sidway
Elementary School,
shows an amazing talent
and creativity in the
visual arts. Emma loves
to paint and is always
excited to come to art.
The art department would like to wish
Emma continued success and we hope to see
her talent continue to grow in the arts.
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February 2018:
Eighth-grade Veronica E.
Connor Middle School
student, Rebekah
Thompson, is an
accelerated art student,
currently enrolled in
Studio In Art at the
middle school where she
is earning high school
credit while still in eighth grade. Rebekah is
a meticulous and hardworking student. Art
for her is a vehicle to express her ideas and
emotions as well as visually solve problems.
She is facile and adept in a variety of media,
excelling when drawing, designing and
sculpting with clay. She is a well-rounded
and thoughtful art student with a unique and
perceptive artistic voice. Rebekah’s art
teacher cites both her positive work ethic and
her tremendous attention to detail as two of
the reasons she was selected to be the
recipient of this honor. She is a creative and
hard-working young lady whose abilities and
artistic potential mark her as truly
extraordinary.
April 2018:
Senior Tess Lariviere,
is an AP art student
at Grand Island High
School currently working
on her second Advanced
Placement Portfolio
for college credit. Tess
received a perfect score
on her portfolio in her
junior year and is diligently working to
achieve the same goal this year. Tess is a
very gifted artist who enjoys painting and
specializes in portraiture. Tess is a current
member of the high school’s Chalk Walk
team which competes at the Lewiston Art
Festival every year. Last year, the team took
First Place honors and People’s Choice. Tess
has been excepted into the Albright Knox
Junior Curators program this year. Tess
plans to further develop her artistic talents at
Buffalo State College in the fall.

GIHS Assistant
Football Coaches
Attend Pro Bowl as
Guests of Alumnus
Brett Kern
Michael Stauffer and Steven Steck,
the Grand Island High School varsity
assistant football coaches, attended the
2018 Pro Bowl football game as the
guests of 2004 GIHS alumnus Brett
Kern. Kern, a punter for the Tennessee
Titans, was playing in his first Pro Bowl.
As part of the “Thank You Coach!”
program that the NFL runs, each Pro
Bowler gets to invite a high school or
youth coach and their guest to the Pro
Bowl. The 2018 Pro Bowl was the
National Football League’s all-star game
for the 2017 season. It was played at
Camping World Stadium in Orlando,
Florida on Jan. 28, 2018.
Stauffer, Steck and GIHS varsity head
coach Dean Santorio coached Kern in
high school where he was a member of
the 2003 championship team.
“The NFL treated us to an amazing
weekend where we were their guest at a
resort rented by the NFL for players and
their families. We were able to attend all
of the events, clinics, practices, as well
as the game. One of the many highlights
was spending the pre-game on the field,”
said Steck. “After watching the teams
warm-up, we were able to stand on the
50-yard line during player introductions
and then greet Brett before we stood
with the team during the National
Anthem.”
Kern, whose autographed Titans jersey
hangs in a display case in the Viking
Mall at the high school, earned a full
athletic scholarship to the University of
Toledo. He joined the Titans during the
2009 season when he was claimed off
waivers from the Denver Broncos.
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Huth Road Viking
Values
Huth Road Elementary bestowed the
Viking Values award to the following
students for November. Second graders
Brayden Boyle, Jayden Neville,
Madelyn Oppedisano, Ava Everett; third
graders Lucas Collure, Dominic
Moretta, Michaela Granelli, Colin
Pinzel, Riley Pankow, Sophia Anzalone,
Maya Valle; fourth graders Janelle
Speisz, Jack Pachla, Andrew Kozlowski,
John Coram; fifth graders Nico
Macrides, Evan Pickering, Savannah
Bukowski and Zoe Weselak.

Huth Road PTA Enrichment
Happenings
The Huth Road PTA Enrichment Committee, comprised of Huth Road teachers/staff and
a parent liaison who serves as co-vice president, allocates funds to each grade level to find
outside programs that fit with topics, interests, and curriculum taught at that grade level.
We have opportunities for students to learn about science, social studies, and even personal
growth and well-being. So far this year, third grade had a visit from Dr. Birdd who taught
students all about simple machines. A certified yoga practitioner for children with special
needs came in to work with Mrs. Maving’s class. The Zoo Trunk also came in to visit with
Mrs. Maving’s students.

Kaegebein Shares the
Love

Students in all grades at Kaegebein
Elementary created Valentines for Vets
in Keri Schlageter’s art class to share
some love with our honored men and
women from the U.S. military.

In the fall, the fourth and fifth graders went to an amazing Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
concert at Kleinhans Music hall. Mrs. Allen is currently looking into some art enrichment
activities to bring in for our fifth grade students in the spring. In addition to specific grade
level enrichment programs, we also have whole school programs to discuss culture,
positivity, and anti-bullying. In January, the African Dance and Drum group came to
visit Huth Road. They put on a very spirited and energetic show! Students learned a lot
about the continent of Africa including information about languages, culture, and various
instruments. The Dance and Drum group got students up on their feet to teach them some fun
dance moves. They even got the teachers to perform a dance, much to the amusement and
enjoyment of the students. We are excited to host BMX Biker Matt Wilhelm in early March
for another exciting whole school program. Matt has been on America’s Got Talent and his
program will focus on kindness, anti-bullying, respect, responsibility, and perseverance.

Huth Road Talent Show
Twenty acts hit the stage at the annual talent show at Huth Road Elementary to entertain the
audience with singing, ballet, Irish dancing, comedy and more. Some students chose to be in
a group for their act, while others bravely performed solos on stage.

Creating Valentine Gifts for Young
Hospital Patients
William Kaegebein third-graders showed their
kindness by decorating Valentines for patients at
John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital. The students
decorated bags, wrote valentines and sent along
some fun activities for the patients to work on.
Retired Kaegebein teacher Patricia Ludwiczak
delivered the Valentine’s Day bags to the children
in the hospital. Mrs. Ludwiczak started this
project many years ago and enjoys seeing how
happy it makes the young hospital patients when they receive the handmade gifts.
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Yoga and CPR are New Activities
at Kaegebein’s Healthy Heart Night
Getting Kaegebein families moving, eating healthy and lowering stress was the focus for the
13th annual Healthy Heart Night at Kaegebein Elementary.
Planned to coincide with February’s Healthy Heart campaign, the school’s PTA, faculty
and staff were able to host the free event for students and their families. The Healthy
Heart committee, led by teachers Melissa Nesselbeck and Lynn Ackendorf, had various
stations, games and activities including a dance party in the gym, a physical fitness
challenge, Walgreen’s Wellness, and dance lessons for a song from the popular movie “The
Descendants”.
Students could also make stress balls, check their blood pressure, make bags of trail mix and
sample other healthy snack choices. Games such as Breakfast BINGO and Musical Veggies
were also a hit, and for those wishing to tap into their creative side, a crafting station offered
materials to make cards for patients at Children’s Hospital.
New additions to Healthy Heart Night were yoga with Soma Cura, as well as CPR with the
Grand Island Fire Company. Returning this year were other popular stations such as the
Kaegebein Garden Club, New York State Power Authority, and a Healthy Hearing station.
Faculty and staff supported the American Heart Association monetarily through donations
from dress-down days in February organized by AnnMarie Stewart, school nurse.
During one week, Kaegebein students started the day with jumping jacks, squats, mountain
climbers, slalom skiers, and arm circles through exercise videos played on the morning
announcements.
The Healthy Heart committee and faculty volunteers were pleased with this year’s turn out,
as each year proves to be more successful than the last. With parents and teachers as partners
in education, we can foster the responsibility and wherewithal in our students to live a
continued healthy lifestyle.
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Student-Created PSA
Video Wins Second
Place
A public service announcement video
created by Grand Island Middle and
High School students earned a second
place award in the Kids Escaping Drugs
Face 2 Face video contest.

Learning About Community
Helpers
New York State Parks Police Officer Mike Cali and K-9 Teo visited Catherine Joynt’s
second-grade class at William Kaegebein Elementary as part of our Community Helpers
research project.

Grand Island competed against 15 area
schools that submitted a one-minute
video. The prize is a pizza party for the
students and bragging rights.
The “You Choose Your Destiny”
PSA shows how poor choices lead to
consequences like getting kicked off
a sports team, failing classes and not
earning the trust of his parents.
Students involved with the PSA
creation were seventh-graders Michael
Christensen and Lindsey Olendorf;
eighth-graders Tyler Figliola and
Bethany Kulikowski; freshmen Mara
Ellsworth, Emily Cohen, and William
Worrall; junior Faith Gworek. Advisers
are Christina Kensy, Sheryl Kavanagh,
Crystal Barnes and Susan Moretta.

Ringing Bells at Sidway
A newly established bell choir at Charlotte Sidway Elementary recently performed for a PTA
meeting. First-grade students showing an interest in bell ringing were chosen to be a part of
the bell choir. Under the direction of music teacher Christine Clendening, the choir practices
weekly and has been learning to read the music for several songs.

Last October, student leaders from
the middle school and high school
were selected to attend a full day Kids
Escaping Drugs Summit. Students
participated in various sessions where
they heard from peers about the
consequences of experimentation and
drug use, and learned ways to work
together to promote positive choices
within the school community. They were
also challenged with the task of creating
a public service announcement.
The group met a few times after school
to brainstorm ideas and developed a plan
that was put into action with the help
Mark Gorton, the district’s audio visual
technician.

Follow Us on Twitter
Help us get more
than 400 followers!

Sidway Youngsters Visit Post Office
Both the morning and afternoon classes of the UPK program at Charlotte Sidway Elementary
traveled to the U.S. Post Office just in time to mail valentines to their classmates! The post
office staff graciously welcomed both classes as they bought stamps, mailed letters, and took
an informative tour of the inner workings of the postal facility. Many thanks to the postal
workers who created a wonderful learning opportunity for our youngest students.

@grandislandcsd
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Theatrical Performances
at Sidway

VCMS Raises over $3,800 in Bald
for Bucks

Thanks to the PTA, students at Charlotte
Sidway Elementary School enjoyed a
production called That Chicken
Performance in January. Several stories
such as Chicken Little and The Little
Red Hen were performed by The Merry
Go Round Playhouse. The Merry Go
Round Playhouse provides theatrical
performances for students at Sidway
three times a year as part of the PTA
program schedule.

Over 20 Veronica E. Connor students, along with several teachers, sported a new hairstyle
on Feb. 15 after agreeing to be part of the middle school’s annual Bald for Bucks fundraising
event. The building raised over $3,800 for cancer research.
Online donations are still being counted. Buffalo Bandit Dhane Smith was on hand to give
Bandits home game tickets to all those that went Bald for a Cure! The top fundraiser was
Connor Hart with over $1,400. Dominic Pullano raised $650. Honorable mentions go to Sara
Pearse, Skylar Flores, Emma Coburn, Jacob Pangborn and Tyler Robertson. Several students
also had pink and purple hair extensions put in their hair in honor of those they know who
have been diagnosed with cancer. Students had fun hanging out with their friends, eating
pizza, drinking soda and winning prizes donated by the Middle School PTA.

Creating Excitement about Reading at
Sidway
Kindergarten students and their parents enjoyed a night focused on making reading fun.
During the Reading is Fun activity night, parents and students heard stories and learned how
to implement some reading strategies at home such as sequencing. The story “The Jacket I
Wear in the Snow” was the focus for the night. Each student received a copy of the book,
thanks to the PTA. Pictured are Rebecca and Susan Johnson, Kane and Erin Tower, Joshua
and Jennifer Birtz, Lily and Alex Nesselbeck, Carter and Stacey Dawson, Gavin and
Katherine Deeler.

www.grandislandschools.org

Kangaroos, Monkeys
and Pythons, Oh My!

Jeff Musial from Nickle City Reptiles
and Exotics provide an entertaining show
for Charlotte Sidway Elementary
students. Jeff the reptile guy is shown
with a baby kangaroo, an exotic monkey
and with Sidway students holding a
python!
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Making History Real
at VCMS
Eighth-grade students in Dawn Hayes’
social studies classes at Veronica E.
Connor Middle School have been
experiencing history in fun and
interesting ways.
During their study of the era of
American Imperialism, students
were treated to a lesson in the use of
chopsticks. They tried their hand at
eating M&Ms (not an easy task) and
Asian delicacies such as nori maki arare,
wasabi peas, mochi, shrimp crackers and
spicy tofu snacks.
To begin their studies of World War I,
student groups researched various types
of WWI technology, including tanks,
poison gas, and zeppelins. Students also
participated in a WWI trench warfare
simulation where students “lived” in the
trenches, tried on gas masks, ate
hard-tack, and were able to see and hold
artifacts such as trench shovels.

VCMS Chess Club Continues to
Earn Top Spots at Competition
At the W.N.Y. Valentine’s Scholastic Chess Tournament held at the Buffalo Seminary, John
Paul Szczublewski took first place in the rated section, followed by Tanner Hawley who took
third place in the rated section. Aleksander Pyc and Josh Wozniak tied for third in the unrated
section.
The VCMS Chess Club competed against high school-aged players in the W.N.Y. Blizzard
Bowl Scholastic Team Championship in January and brought home a first and third place
trophy. Competing against 25 other schools, several VCMS players received individual
trophies for their overall performance and ranking.
The unrated team of Josh Wozniak, Brigid Dugan, and Eszter Magyari took first place in the
K-12 unrated section. The rated team players, Arianna Nasca, John Paul Szczublewski, Evan
Walowitz, and Tanner Hawley, earned a third place in the K-12 rated section.
These students competed against a majority of high school aged chess players and stood
their ground. We were proud of how they represented our school and competed as chess
champions.

Editing with Toobaloos
Helping out at
ECMEA Solo Fest

Fourteen students from the Kaegebein
Band program volunteered to
participate in the Erie County Music
Educators Association (ECMEA)
Elementary Solo Festival. Kaegebein
experienced great success, with all
students received grades of “A”
or “A+”! Congratulations to the
following participating students Lily
Buckingham, Grace Carpenter, Gavin
Clinton, Jacob Csicseri, Natalie
DeCourcey, Jayden Kleinschmidt,
Natalie Kopf, Grace Kucinski, Peter
Marston III, Joshua McAuliffe, Colby
Okelberry, Isabella Pilon, Matthew
Pomaranski, and Lorelei Popp.
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In this age of ever evolving
technology, students often
rely on computers to catch
the mistakes made in the
writing process. Veronica
E. Connor Middle School
students Anthony Fratello
and Riley Chen, along
with their seventh-grade
Family and Consumer
Science classmates,
recently rediscovered the
power of the human voice
in recognizing errors in
grammar and clarity.
Using a device called
Toobaloos which resemble
something out of a Dr.
Seuss children’s book,
students edited their
Dietary Guideline Eating
and Exercise Critiques.
Just a whisper was enough to help point out sentence fragments and stream of consciousness
writing, both of which are difficult to correct on a computer screen alone. This culminating
semester project of Mary Jane Fonte and Marcia McHenry helps students set goals for
healthier living and reminds them to use all senses when becoming master writers.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Middle School Student Art
Showcased
Held to coincide with the national “Youth in
Art Month” observance, Veronica E. Connor
Middle School student work was featured
in a display at the Grand Island Memorial
Library throughout the month of March.
Pictured is seventh-grader Logan Beringer
with her optical illusion artwork that was on
display.
The work showcased many ways in which
middle-level students use art as a form of
self-expression, creatively solving problems
by using a wide variety of media to express
and find their unique artistic voice. Pieces on
display included ceramic tile designs, pastel
paintings, op-art drawings, watercolors and
printmaking.
The March is “Youth in Art Month”, a
national observance which recognizes and
celebrates the work of school-age children
in grades k-12. The annual celebration
recognizes the importance and value of art
education to student learning as well as
encouraging community support of quality
programs in our schools.

Kaegebein Students Selected for All
County
The Kaegebein Elementary Music Department is pleased to congratulate the music students
who were recently selected as members or alternates of the Erie County Music Educators
Association (ECMEA) Elementary All-County honors ensembles. These students were
evaluated through a county solo festival and an in-house audition process. After three
rehearsals, the selected students performed a concert in March at Kleinhans Music Hall in
Buffalo.
Pictured front row (l to r) are Johanna Jackson (soprano alternate), Anna Cipollitti (soprano
alternate), Jacob Csicseri (trombone-Orchestra), Lily Buckingham (bassoon alternate),
Joshua McAuliffe (timpani alternate) and Natalie Kopf (flute alternate and alto alternate).
Back row (l to r) are Lydia Amato (alto-Blue Chorus), Skye Dreher (soprano alternate),
Ethan Tagg (alto alternate), Kailyn Ash (soprano-Blue Chorus), Peter Marston III (tuba
alternate), and Grace Carpenter (trombone-Band).

www.grandislandschools.org

Moving with
GoNoodle Fun at
Huth Road
Giving kids an opportunity to get up
and move around during the day is
so important, especially during the
cold winter months. The fourth-grade
students in the classes of Mrs. Cassata,
Mrs. Brown, and Mrs. Hamilton work
hard and look forward to GoNoodle
time. GoNoodle focuses on movement
and mindfulness. There are hundreds of
videos to activate students’ minds and
to get them up and moving. The videos
are fun and engaging and allow students
to take a break from their normal school
day. Our students love getting up to sing
and dance along to the different songs.
There are videos to teach specific topics,
specific songs and dance moves, and
then simply videos to watch to be silly
and have fun. Our class especially loves
when their teachers dance along with
them! Play at home with a free account
at www.gonoodle.com.

“Pippin” Entertains
Audiences

Grand Island High Schools students
entertained audiences during
three performances of “Pippin” in
February. The musical ensemble cast
performed the story of Pippin, son of
Charlemagne, a young prince who
longs to find passion and adventure
in his life. While trying to find the
meaning of life, Pippin is manipulated
into different scenarios by a group of
leading players and his stepmother,
who wants her real son to become king.
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Wearing their Poetry
on their Sleeves
Fourth-graders at Huth Road created a
new fashion statement of wearable
poetry. Students in Jill Gregson’s and
Karen Cassata’s classes used their haiku
poems to create Poet-Tees. With the
support of Kathy Brown and Angela
Hamilton each student brought in a
t-shirt and used Sharpie markers to
decorate the shirt with poetry. After it
was all done, each student’s poet-tee
featured their own poetry as well as their
classmates’ poems!

GI Schools Donates to ECMC
Trauma Center
A personal connection with the Erie County Medical Center trauma unit propelled AnnMarie
Stewart, a school nurse at Kaegebein Elementary School, to head a districtwide fundraiser to
help build a new trauma unit at ECMC.
With funds were raised through dress down Friday fundraisers at Veronica E. Connor
Middle and Kaegebein Elementary School, the Grand Island School District donated
$1,000 to the Erie County Medical Center Campaign to build a new Level 1 Trauma Center
and Emergency Department. The request for donations was sent districtwide and many
employees throughout the district participated with individual donations.
Accepting the check from ECMC was Tom Quatroche, President and CEO and Dr. Michael
Manka, chief of emergency medicine.
AnnMarie’s daughter, Amy, was the victim of a pedestrian hit-and-run accident in March
2009 that left her with severe traumatic brain injury at ECMC. Amy is a 2004 graduate of
Grand Island High School. She earned her master’s degree in education and works as a
special education teacher in Syracuse.
“Through the efforts of the skilled doctors and nurses in the emergency department and
trauma center at ECMC, Amy not only survived her trauma, but has made a remarkable
recovery,” said Mrs. Stewart.
Mrs. Stewart and Amy are featured in advertisements for ECMC’s promotional campaign to
raise funds for the new unit. Another connection to the unit is Mrs. Stewart’s work colleague
Dana Papaj, who suffered traumatic injuries from a hit-and-run accident. Mrs. Papaj also
received lifesaving emergency and trauma care at ECMC.
Site work on the new ECMC Trauma Center and Emergency Department is well underway
and a spring 2019 completion date is anticipated. The new Emergency Department will
meet the growing needs of the community while giving the caregivers in the Level 1 Trauma
Center the tools they need to continue to deliver world-class care.

NTHS Welcomes
Grand Island Seniors

Fifteen students from Grand Island
High School were inducted into Erie
1 BOCES’ chapter of the National
Technical Honor Society (NTHS)
during a ceremony on March 20.
Joining NTHS were Grand Island
seniors: Taylor Gojmerac, Dental
Laboratory Technology program;
Colin Bellinger, Electrical Systems
program; John Glose, Electrical
Systems program; Eva Bobeck,
Video Production and Recording Arts
program; Sarah Burns, Animal Science
program; Amanda Moran, Baking &
Pastry Arts program; Aleece Cruz,
Basic Nursing Skills program; Theresa
West, Cosmetology program; Megan
Stanley, Criminal Justice program;
Victoria Busch, Culinary Arts program;
Kaitlyn Grybel, Culinary Arts program;
Maria Schnettler, Basic Nursing
Skills program; Jason Messing, Sports
Science program; Jacob VeRost, Sports
Science program; Ryan Frost, Welding
program.
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Pictured in bottom photo are Dr. Manka, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Papaj, Dr. Brian Graham and
Mr. Quatroche.

GIHS Archery Club Competes at States
Amanda Lawrence, a member of the GIHS
Archery Club, scored 250 out of 300 to place
within the top 10% during the New York
State Archery Tournament on March 9 at
SUNY Polytechnic in Utica, NY. Brienne
Westfall and Brianna Hays also scored in
the top 10%. Students have been practicing
before and after school to get ready. This is
the first trip to the tournament for the Vikings
and according to club captain Amanda
Lawrence, “even though we’re rookies, our
club is committed and we’re certain to have
fun”. Other students participating in the
competition are Evan Bedell, Charlie Benz, Vincent Bonura, Georgia Giogas, Sean Heffley,
Ethan Klie, Trent Okelberry, Maria Schnettler, Gwen Slachiak and Ben Starr.
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Spring 2017-18 Athletic Schedule
SOFTBALL
3/26
3/28
4/9
4/11
4/13
4/16
4/17
4/19
4/20
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/30
5/2
5/3
5/4
5/5
5/7
5/8
5/9
5/11

For the most current contest information and details, visit our website at www.grandislandschools.org - Athletics.
MODIFIED BASEBALL
BOYS LACROSSE - VARSITY

@ Clarence (sc) (V only)		 4:15 pm
@KenWest			4:45 pm
Lockport			
4:45 pm
@ Niagara Falls		 4:45 pm
N. Tonawanda			 4:45 pm
CSAT			
4:45 pm
Royhart (NL)			 4:45 pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:45 pm
KenEast			
4:45 pm
@LewPort			4:45 pm
@ N. Wheatfield		 4:45 pm
KenWest			
4:45 pm
@ Lockport
		 4:45 pm
Niagara Falls			 4:45 pm
Mt St Mary’s (NL)		 4:45 pm
@N.Tonawanda		
4:45 pm
LewPort			
2:00 pm
@CSAT			 4:45 pm
@Amherst (NL)		 4:45 pm
@KenEast			4:45 pm
@WillEast (JV Transit)(NL)		 4:45 pm

MODIFIED SOFTBALL
4/18
4/20
4/27
5/1
5/4
5/8
5/11
5/15
5/22
5/24
5/29
6/1

Lockport			 4:30pm
@LewPort			4:30pm
@Niagara Wheatfield		 4:30pm
@Niagara Falls			 4:30pm
CSAT			
4:30pm
North Tonawanda		 4:30pm
@Lockport			4:30pm
LewPort			
4:30pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:30pm
Niagara Falls			 4:30pm
@CSAT			
4:30pm
@North Tonawanda		 4:30pm

BOYS TENNIS
4/9
4/11
4/13
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/23
4/25
4/27
4/30
5/2
5/4
5/7
5/9
5/14-15
5/21-24
5/31-6/2

@ Niagara Falls		 4:00 pm
@Ken West			 4:00 pm
Kenmore East			 4:00 pm
LewPort			
4:00 pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:00 pm
@Lockport			4:00 pm
@North Tonawanda		 4:00 pm
Niagara Falls			 4:00 pm
Kenmore West			 4:00 pm
@Kenmore East		 4:00 pm
@LewPort			4:00 pm
Lockport			
4:00 pm
@Niagara Wheatfield		 4:00 pm
North Tonawanda		 4:00 pm
NFL Doubles
Sectionals
States

BASEBALL
3/27
3/28
3/29
4/9
4/11
4/13
4/16
4/20
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/28
4/30
5/2
5/4
5/7
5/9
5/14
5/16
5/17

@ Will North (NL)
4:30/7:00 pm
@ KenWest (Var)
4:45 pm
@ KenWest (JV)		 4:45 pm
@ Lockport			 4:45 pm
Niagara Falls			 4:45 pm
@ No. Tonawanda		 4:45 pm
@ CSAT 			 4:45 pm
@ KenEast			 4:45 pm
LewPort			
4:45 pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:45 pm
@ KenWest			 4:45 pm
Starpoint (NL)		
11:00 am
Lockport			
4:45 pm
@ Niagara Falls		 4:45 pm
N. Tonawanda			 4:45 pm
CSAT			 4:45 pm
KenEast			 4:45 pm
@ LewPort			 4:45 pm
@ Niagara Wheat		 4:45 pm
Amherst (NL)			 4:45 pm
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4/17
4/20
4/27
5/1
5/4
5/8
5/11
5/15
5/22
5/25
5/29
6/1

@ Lockport			 4:30pm
LewPort			
4:30pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:30pm
Niagara Falls			 4:30pm
@CSAT			
4:30pm
@North Tonawanda		 4:30pm
Lockport			
4:30pm
@LewPort			4:30pm
@Niagara Wheatfield		 4:30pm
@Niagara Falls			 4:30pm
CSAT			
4:30pm
North Tonawanda		 4:30pm

TRACK & FIELD
4/17
4/24
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/21
5/23-24
6/4-5
6/11-12

North Tonawanda		 4:30 pm
LewPort			
4:30 pm
@KenEast			4:30 pm
@Niagara Falls			 4:30 pm
Niagara Wheatfield		 4:30 pm
JV NFL Invitational @LewPort
NFL Championships @KenEast
Section VI Championships @NF
NYSPHSAA championships
@ Cicero-North Syracuse

GIRLS LACROSSE - VARSITY
3/19
3/22
3/26
3/28
4/11
4/13
4/16
4/18
4/20
4/25
4/27
5/2
5/4
5/7
5/9
5/11
5/16
5/18

Frontier (sc)			 5:00 pm
@Hamburg			5:30 pm
@Clarence			7:00 pm
Mt. St. Mary			 5:00 pm
@East Aurora			 5:00 pm
@Niagara Wheatfield		 5:00 pm
Eden			
5:00 pm
Orchard Park		
5:00 pm
@Lew Port			 4:45 pm
West Seneca East		 5:00 pm
@Sweet Home			 4:45 pm
Iroquois			
5:00 pm
@West Seneca West		 7:30 pm
Williamsville North		 5:00 pm
@Amherst			 5:30 pm
Williamsville East		 7:00 pm
Williamsville South		 7:00 pm
@Lake Shore			 4:45 pm

GIRLS LACROSSE – JUNIOR VARSITY
3/26
4/11
4/13
4/16
4/19
4/23
4/25
4/27
4/30
5/2
5/4
5/7
5/9
5/16
5/18

Clarence			
East Aurora			
@Iroquois			
Eden			
Williamsville East		
Niagara-Wheatfield		
West Seneca East		
@Sweet Home			
@Orchard Park			
Iroquois			
@ West Seneca West		
@Will North			
@Amherst			
Williamsville South		
Lake Shore 		

MODIFIED GIRLS LACROSSE
4/18
4/24
4/26
4/28
4/30
5/7
5/10
5/12
5/14
5/17
5/19
5/24
5/31

@ Niagara Falls (LaSalle)		
@ WSeneca West (@ MS) 		
@Niagara Wheatfield		
Sweet Home			
@Hamburg			
@Wms South (@ Mill)		
Williamsville East		
West Seneca West		
Niagara Wheatfield		
@Sweet Home			
Hamburg			
Williamsville South		
@ Wms East (@ turf 2)		

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
4:45 pm
5:00 pm
4:45 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
4:45 pm

3/20
3/24
3/27
4/12
4/17
4/24
4/26
4/28
5/1
5/3
5/5
5/8
5/10
5/12
5/15
5/17
5/22
5/24
5/30
6/2
6/6
6/9

Lockport (NL)			
7:00 pm
Niagara Wheatfield (sc)		
12:00 pm
West Seneca East		
5:00 pm
LewPort			
5:00 pm
Iroquois			
5:00 pm
@Amherst			
5:30 pm
@Eden/SGI			
5:00 pm
Pal-Mac (V) @Fairport (NL) 12:00 pm
East Aurora			
5:00 pm
Depew			
5:00 pm
@Nichols			
1:00 pm
Lake Shore			
5:00 pm
@Williamsville South		
7:00 pm
@North Tonawanda (NL)		
10:00 pm
Sweet Home (NL)		
5:00 pm
@Niagara Wheatfield (NL)		
5:00 pm
Sectional ¼ Final		
Sectional Semi Finals
Sectional Finals
Far West Regionals
State Semi-Finals
State Finals

BOYS LACROSSE – JUNIOR VARSITY
3/20
3/27
4/12
4/17
4/24
4/26
5/1
5/3
5/5
5/8
5/10
5/15

Lockport (NL)			 5:00 pm
@West Seneca East		 5:00 pm
@Lewiston Porter		 5:00 pm
@Iroquois			 5:00 pm
Amherst			 5:00 pm
Eden/SGI			 5:00 pm
East Aurora			 6:00 pm
St. Joes			 7:00 pm
Nichols			
11:00 am
@Lake Shore			 5:00 pm
Williamsville South		 5:00 pm
@Sweet Home (NL)		 5:00 pm

MODIFIED BOYS LACROSSE
4/11
4/16
4/18
4/23
4/25
4/30
5/2
5/9
5/14
5/16
5/21

@Clarence			
@Nichols			
Niagara Wheatfield		
Sweet Home			
Nichols		
@Williamsville East		
Buffalo PS			
Amherst			
@Williamsville North		
Williamsville South		
Lockport			

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
10:00am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
10:00am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
10:00am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
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Kindergarten and UPK Registration Information
To effectively plan for the 2018-2019
school year, the Grand Island Central
School District would like to know how
many children reside on Grand Island who
are eligible for kindergarten enrollment in
September 2018. Any child who will reach
their fifth birthday on or before December
1, 2018 is eligible to attend kindergarten in
September 2018.

another successful year. Each year, the
Grand Island Central School District runs
two UPK sites. In addition to our Sidway
location, which runs a morning and
afternoon session, we will be working with
Kiddo’s Korner Preschool for the 2018-2019
academic year. Kiddo’s Korner Preschool
will be providing an afternoon session as our
community-based provider.

Kindergarten registration packets can be
picked up at the District Office or printed
from the District website. Please call the
District Office at 773-8800 (ext. 0) between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and give your
name, your child’s name child’s date of
birth, address and telephone number. At the
time of registration, you will need to bring
proof of residency, immunization records,
an original birth certificate and custody
documents if applicable.

Our education centers provide an excellent
program for 4-year old preschool children
within our community. As a group, they are
servicing 43 children adhering to a New
York State Education Department approved
pre-kindergarten curriculum. The program
requires attendance five days per week, two
and one-half hours per day, and follows
the Grand Island school calendar for nonattendance days.

We ask that you call even if you do not plan
on sending your child to kindergarten next
year. If you plan on sending your child to a
private or parochial school you will need to
register with the District. This information
will assist our transportation department, as
well as our state and federal funding.
UPK Update: The Universal PreKindergarten (UPK) Program within the
Grand Island School District is completing

As we move into spring, the district will
be organizing the program for the 201819 school year. The Grand Island School
District has recently disseminated a letter to
registered families with younger siblings,
who are currently enrolled within our school
district. The intent of this letter was to
distribute preliminary information regarding
our UPK Program. This same information
has been posted on our website: http://www.
gicsd.org . UPK is a grant funded program
which is dependent on state aid. The

amount of aid extended to our district will
be the determining factor on the number of
students served.
If you are a new family to the district,
or have a child who will be entering
kindergarten in the 2018-2019 school year,
please contact the District Office at 7738800 (ext. 0) between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. to set up an appointment for
district registration. This will help to ensure
your family will receive notices with regard
to the UPK program.

Supporting Red
Cross
Students at William Kaegebein collected
over $200 through a bottle and can drive
to support the Red Cross.
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