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Putting New Books into the Hands
of Grand Island Babies
Learning the Art of
Chess a Move at a
Time
Teaching middle school students the
tactical strategy of chess helps them
learn to play the game, but the Veronica
E. Connor Middle School chess club
teaches so much more.
“Chess is a fun game that does not
discriminate, but rather helps students
build their confidence, problem solving
abilities and strategic skills,” said Susan
Szczublewski, chess club advisor and
co-coach. “Many students have told
me that chess club has given them an
opportunity to connect with other kids.
What students find most challenging
about the game is learning how to
properly checkmate the king at the end
of the game so they do not stalemate
their opponent.”
Over 50 sixth-, seventh- and eighthgraders at Veronica E. Connor Middle
School in Grand Island participate
in the chess club, which started in
September 2016 as an extracurricular
activity open to all students. The school
received grant funds from the Grand
Island Foundation and the VCMS
Parent Teacher Association to purchase
equipment and supplies.
“Without their support, we would not
have been able to provide for all of
the students who have shown such a
sincere interest in chess,” said Mrs.
Szczublewski.

continued on page 3

Making sure that babies are getting a head start on reading in the first two years of their life
is the goal of the Growing Readers book project, spearheaded by the Grand Island Central
School District. Over the course of two years, babies will be given a brand new book each
time they have a well visit at Grand Island Pediatricians.
“Books are truly magic and sharing them with young children makes them readers for life,”
said Maureen Roussi, a prekindergarten teacher. “What we are hoping to accomplish with
our Growing Readers endeavor is to provide parents and children with excellent books so
that they are able to sit together, laugh together, read together and talk together about books.”
The idea, based on a similar project done in West Seneca, has wide support from the
organizing committee that has representatives from the school district, librarians and
community groups all raising money to purchase the books. Through donations and
fundraisers, the groups hopes to purchase enough books for approximately 450 children ages
birth to two years. A meat raffle through the Grand Island Rotary Club is planned to help
raise more funding. The date and location have not been determined.
“Reading to your infant models oral language, expands their understanding of the world and
helps them learn more words,” said Beth Boron, a retired teacher, committee member and
Grand Island Neighbors foundation member. “It helps them develop language and listening
skills. Reading to young children is the single most important thing parents can do to ensure
that their child will be successful in school. Spending time reading to your baby shows that
reading is a skill worth learning.”
Through the program, the baby will get its first book at a two month visit. Pediatric well
visits at six months, 12 months, 18 months and 24 months will also include a new book for
the baby, as well as a library application and a milestone language sheet that outlines voice,
speech and language milestones that babies should reach within their first two years of life.
The committee has chosen board books written by Sandra Boynton, including A-Z, Doggies,
Horns to Toss, Blue Hat Green Hat, The Going to Bed Book and But Not the Hippopotamus.
continued on page 3

GICSD Unveils New Mobile-Friendly Website
In January, the Grand Island Central School District will launch a new, mobile-friendly
website. The site design is responsive and adjusts to the screen size of the device it is viewed
on. In addition to a fresh, new design many enhancements have been made including
improved navigation, a social media tab to follow the district’ latest updates on Twitter and
easy buttons for frequently visited pages like the Parent Portal and the cafeteria menus.
Users who currently have web pages bookmarked on the old site may need to update these
bookmarks. Although the web address did not change, in many cases older bookmarks will
not work until updated.
Visit the new website at www.grandislandschools.org and check out all the fantastic things
happening in our district.
Are you on Twitter? Be sure to follow the district @GrandIslandCSD!
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Sidway Playground
Fundraiser Scares Up
$4,000

Monster Mash, a Halloween event
to raise funds for a new playground
at Charlotte Sidway Elementary
School, raised $4,000. At the event,
children and parents danced in the
gym decorated with lights and visited a
haunted house made by teachers in the
fitness room. The existing playground
is more than 20 years old. A playground
committee will work over the next
two years to support building a new
playground on the same location as the
current playground. A new playground
could cost somewhere between $50,000
and $70,000.

Unified Basketball Team to Debut
this Spring
A unified basketball team will be organized this year at Grand Island High School. Unified
basketball is an inclusive program for students with disabilities who are paired with a student
without disabilities. They train and compete together playing against unified teams from 23
other WNY schools.
Team selection is done by assessing the ability level of interested male and female athletes
and recruiting partners to best match the ability level of the athlete. Unified basketball is an
officially recognized program of the New York State Public High School Athletic Association
through a partnership with Special Olympics New York.
The team coaches will be Brian Albert and Chris Simpson. Games are played during the
month of June. During games, each team has three athletes and two partners on the floor
at all times. For athletes that are still working on their skills and not yet ready for game
competition, there will be halftime contests in dribbling, shooting and passing.
This program is a great way for athletics and educational programs to motivate students to
develop connections, make new friends and create positive influences by fostering respect,
dignity and advocacy.

Sixth-Grade Teacher Reflects on NYS
Teacher Experience
Mary Howard, a sixth-grade teacher at
Veronica E. Connor Middle School, recently
competed as one of five finalists for the 2018
New York State Teacher of the Year. Her
experience also had an embedded lesson for
her students.
“I encourage my students to be critical
thinkers, to express themselves and to
be fearless, because when we take risks
(especially academic ones) it can lead to great
things. There was no better way to model that
than for them to see me go through the Teacher Pictured are Education Commissioner MaryEllen
Elia, Mrs. Howard and her husband, Henry.
of the Year selection process,” she said.
The annual selection for Teacher of the Year recognizes the exceptionally skilled and
passionate educators who exist in every school in the state. As part of this effort, Mrs.
Howard engaged in professional development and reflection as she completed the rigorous
Teacher of the Year application. Mrs. Howard visited the NYSED Board of Regent’s meeting
to receive her finalist award. Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia, Chancellor Betty
Rosa and Vice Chancellor Andrew Brown were among the Regents that were on hand to
congratulate the finalists.
As far as not coming home with the big award? Mrs. Howard was most worried about
disappointing her students. VCMS held a dress for success day in Viking blue the day she left
for her panel interview.
“I told the students how nervous and scared I was every step of the way. In fact, they saw it
first-hand. I always create an atmosphere that fosters risk-taking in the classroom,” she said.
Reflecting on her experience, she said it was rewarding and yet humbling. When listening to
the vast wealth of experience and dedication of her fellow recipients she was thrilled to be
included.
“The support of my students, colleagues and the district was incredible. During the site
visit by the interview panel, NYSUT Union President Michael Murray, Veronica E. Connor
Middle School Principal John Fitzpatrick and Superintendent Brian Graham all took time
out of their busy schedules to be interviewed by the Teacher of the Year committee on my
behalf,” she said.
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New Books

continued from page 1

“Reading with your child creates cherished memories of spending quality time with each
other,” said Sue Bognar, retired Grand Island Central School District speech language
pathologist. “When reading books, you and your child are engaged in learning about the
world together. These special moments during early childhood develop into deep bonds
between parent and child.”
The organizing committee includes Cheryl Cardone, director of pupil personnel services;
Brian Graham, superintendent of schools and a member of the Grand Island Rotary Club;
Sue Bogner, retired speech therapist; Pat Covely, town of Grand Island librarian; Mary
Paonessa, GI Pediatrics; Denise Dunbar, Charlotte Sidway Elementary principal and
administrator representative; Maureen Roussi, prekindergarten teacher and Grand Island
Teachers Association representative; Stephanie Pritchard, William Kaegebein librarian;
Amy Boutet, community education coordinator; Alicia Szyprowski, reading teacher; Linda
Lichtenthal, School Related Professionals representative; Mary Cooke, Friends of the
Library; Cindy Sharpe, district nurse and PTSA representative; Hank Kammerer and Beth
Boron, Neighbors Foundation of Grand Island.

The Art of Chess

continued from page 1

Some of the chess club members are
beginners to the game or have never
played before, while others are more
seasoned players. Every Tuesday
after classes, club members head
to the school library to ‘warm up’
with a 15-minute tactics lesson. The
club is lucky to have a WNY Chess
Master, Mr. Pro, who works with Mrs.
Szczublewski to help students with
their beginning, middle and endgame
chess strategies. She has also set up a Google classroom for the kids where she posts the
chess lessons.
The students in the chess club can be very competitive and enjoy winning. “We also teach
them that win, lose or draw there is much to be learned from every game. We use various
strategies to engage our students, such as round robin tournaments and chocolate wars, which
not only help them practice their skills but prepare for scholastic tournaments,” said Mrs.
Szczublewski. “Mr. Pro and I have seen a tremendous amount of growth in the students we
have been working with since last year, and the spark you see in their eyes when they master
a new strategy or properly checkmate an opponent, makes the chess club so worthwhile.”
THE VCMS chess club members, some who hold United States Chess Federation (USCF)
ratings, compete against other area middle school and high school students including St.
Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, Bishop Timon High School, Niagara Falls High School,
Buffalo Seminary, Pioneer Central Schools, Iroquois Central Schools and Elmwood Village
Charter. The club has had success in Western New York scholastic chess tournaments hosted
at various schools in the area. These tournaments are held monthly and several students
have placed among the top three including Arianna Nasca, Evan Walowitz, John Paul
Szczublewski, Tanner Hawley, Abi Selvakumar and Max Hawley.
In September, eighth-graders Arianna Nasca and Evan Walowitz took first and third place in
the scholastic chess tournament at the Buffalo Seminary. Grand Island hosted its own WNY
Halloween scholastic chess tournament that drew 40 players from six WNY schools. The
middle school team went up against a majority of high school players. Eighth-graders Evan
Walowitz and Abi Selvakumar took first place and third place in the unrated section and
seventh grader John Paul Szczublewski took second place in the USCF rated section.
The club will be participating in several WNY scholastic chess tournaments this year
including the fall festival chess at Elmwood Village Charter School, the WNY scholastic
championship at Pioneer Central HS, the blizzard bowl at Iroquois Central in Elma, the
Valentine’s day tournament at the Buffalo Seminary and the St. Patrick’s day tournament at
Bishop Timon HS.

www.grandislandschools.org

Updated Code of
Conduct Posted
Online
The goal of the Dignity for All Students
Act is to create a safe, supportive school
climate where students can learn and
focus, rather than fear being discriminated
against and/or verbally and/or physically
harassed. All public elementary and
secondary school students have the right
to attend school in a safe, welcoming,
considerate and caring environment.
The Board of Education of the Grand
Island Central School District has
adopted and implemented a written
policy on school conduct and discipline
designed to promote responsible student
behavior. The Code of Conduct was
reviewed during the summer of 2017 and
the updated version in its entirety and the
updated summary have been posted on
the Quick Links tab of the school district
website, grandislandschools.org.
All students are entitled to exercise their
constitutional rights as long as they do
not interfere with the rights of others or
the orderly process of the school. The
school has the right to adopt reasonable
regulations in order to provide an orderly
school environment. We demonstrate
that we value our rights by behaving in
a responsible manner. Specific rights
and responsibilities are set forth within
the Code of Conduct, which cover such
topics as attendance, dress and discipline.
In accordance with the Dignity for All
Students Act, School District policy
and practice must ensure that no
student is subject to discrimination or
harassment, based on a person’s actual
or perceived race, color, weight, national
origin, ethnic group, religion, religious
practice, disability, sexual orientation,
gender/gender identity, or sex by
school employees or students on school
property, on a school bus, or at a school
function. The Dignity Act emphasizes the
creation and maintenance of a positive
learning environment for all students.
In addition, the amended Dignity Act
requires the development of measured,
balanced, progressive and age-appropriate
responses to discrimination, harassment,
and bullying of students by students and/
or employees.
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Message From Your
Superintendent
Girl Scouts Turn
Cookie Sales into
Kaegebein School
Supplies
Three members of Girl Scout Troop
30466 stopped by Kaegebein Elementary
with school supplies for each grade
level. The girls used the money they
made selling Girl Scout cookies to
purchase the supplies and backpacks.
Each backpack had the specific supplies
listed on the school’s supply list,
including agenda money and earbuds.
After considering several options, the
group decided that giving back to the
community was what they wanted most
to do. Pictured here are Girl Scouts
Kayla Harper, Emma Schoenrock, Emily
Birtz, and Daisy Scout Jessica Birtz with
building principal Mary Haggerty.

Casey’s Counter
Opens at Athletic
Field

The new Casey’s Counter Concession
Stand opened for the 2017 fall sports
athletic season at the H. David Myers
Complex. The district’s building and
grounds crew worked during the summer
to update and improve the building. The
building, painted Viking blue, serves as
a second location of Casey’s Corner, the
indoor store that high school business
students operate during the school year.
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Our Board of Education has adopted a goal this year to support
our work in the creation of a five-year strategic plan. As many of
you know, strategic planning is a step-by-step process with definite
objectives and end products that can be implemented and evaluated
over time. Very simply, it is a process by which we look into the
future, paint a picture of that future based on current trends, and
develop a blueprint on how best to create a dynamic learning
program for our students.

Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

The focus of a strategic plan encompasses the entire organization and enables all
stakeholders to share their perspective on what they value and wish for their children and
our students. Strategic planning is an investment in our future successes as we continue to
strive to become a championship school district. We are very excited about this upcoming
work, and we anticipate asking all of you to assist us in this process in the weeks and months
ahead.
On another note, as we prepare for the holidays, I hope you and your family are looking
forward to spending quality time together. Last year I wrote about all of the amazing
contributions our students, faculty, staff and administrators provide to those who are
experiencing the greatest of need in our community. That is also true this year as well.
I am truly blessed to be working alongside so many individuals who care deeply about
their community and put others first. It truly reinforces the concept of “service” and how
important it is to engage in opportunities to serve others in our community.
Thank you for taking the time to review this edition of The Bridge. I hope you and your
family continue to experience the joy and wonder of the holidays throughout the year.
Sincerely,
Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Theater Experience Brings Course
Content to Life
About half of the junior class and the Spotlighters Club at Grand Island High School had the
opportunity to see a production of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” at the Kavinoky Theatre.
The students were captivated by this gripping depiction of the events surrounding the Salem
Witch Trials of the late 1690’s. Director Robert Waterhouse had a stellar cast featuring some
of Buffalo’s finest actors. Their expertise was on full display as they captured the emotion
and hysteria surrounding this tumultuous time in American history. The actors graciously
held a question-and-answer session after the production and allowed students to ask them
about their craft, the characters and the production itself. The day was a great opportunity for
the students to witness course content bought to life and experience the immersive nature of
live theater. Overall, the trip was a rousing success!

www.grandislandschools.org
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Message From Your BOE President
During the Board of Education’s annual retreat, goals for the 2017-18
school year were developed that included supporting and participating
in the development of a five-year District strategic plan and to align the
school board and superintendent goals with that plan.
I was honored to speak at opening day of schools. As the official start of
the school year, for those of us governed by the academic calendar, the
day was marked by energy, hope and the promise that we are one year
closer to becoming a championship school district. For me personally, a
championship school encompasses an environment where all employees
and students feel safe and appreciated and where one can discover their
passions, strengths and weaknesses. We have begun to experience such an environment
within this last past year that encourages personal and professional growth.
There was a joint town school board meeting on October 30 hosted by the town. We meet
again January 29 at the high school.
As we start a new year, I hope that everyone can agree with me that “Compromise is what
moves us along.” To become a championship district, we will continue to work together,
compromising and becoming better.
Graciously,
Lisa A. Pyc
School Board President

GI Teachers Association Donates to
Houston Schools
Members of the Grand Island Teachers Association donated funds and several boxes of
school supplies to schools in Houston, Texas to help offset the damage that resulted from the
devastating flood caused by Hurricane Harvey. It was a small gesture against the losses these
schools had incurred from wind and water damage to their schools.

A Working Field Trip
Spending a field trip working on an animal sanctuary farm to clean out barns, animal pens
and pasture areas was a little different that a typical field trip. But the 16 Grand Island High
School students, all members of the Interact club, learned quite a bit about the sanctuary and
the stories behind each animal.
The volunteer work day at Asha Sanctuary, a farm animal refuge, in Newfane had students
cleaning out the main barn, pig barn and back pasture. They also removed fencing that had
been in place for spring and summer events. After their work was completed, sanctuary
owner and director Tracy Murphy told them some of the animal’s stories. The students got
the chance to visit and interact with all the residents of the sanctuary including Albert the
super cow. Laura Estenoz, a GIHS honors biology teacher and Interact adviser frequently
volunteers at the sanctuary and organized the trip for students.

Bills vs. Sabres:
Sidway Students Vote
Voting for their favorite Buffalo sports
team helped teach students at Charlotte
Sidway Elementary School about the
democratic process and voting. To
emphasize the concept that everyone’s
voice matters, students voted on their
favorite Buffalo team; the Bills or the
Sabres. After votes were tallied, the
result was 231 for Bills and 110 for
Sabres. Students and staff were allowed
to wear their favorite Bills gear to
class. Pictured are students in Ashley
Loncar’s kindergarten class and Janine
Schroeder’s first-grade class.

Artist of the Month

Riley Weber earned
the September
Artist of the Month
distinction from the
Art Department of
the Grand Island
Schools. Riley
is a 13-year-old
accelerated art
student enrolled in
eighth grade at Veronica E. Connor
Middle School.
Nora Klein, Riley’s art teacher,
describes her as a meticulous student
with an eye for detail; always
seeking to improve her ability. She
is an enthusiastic and eager art
student seeking to challenge herself
and to create her very best work.
Multitalented, Riley is an academic
honor student as well as an artist and
an athlete. She favors sculpture as her
media of choice, and is encouraged and
inspired by her family.
Riley considers art to be important
because “it adds color and creativity to
the world so you can express yourself.
Without art, the world would be very
plain and colorless”. Riley is a creative
and hard-working young lady whose
abilities and artistic potential mark her
as extraordinary.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Students Write Their
Appreciation to
Veterans of Honor
Flight
Buffalo Niagara Honor Flight
recognizes U.S. Veterans for their
sacrifices and achievements by flying
them to Washington, D.C. to see their
memorial at no cost. Guardians fly with
the Veterans on every flight providing
assistance and helping the Veterans
have a memorable experience. WWII
and Korean War Veterans were given
letters from several Grand Island
elementary students as part of their trip.
Kathy Brown, special education teacher
at Huth Road Elementary School, helps
to coordinate this effort to make the
Veterans flight possible. Many of the
Veterans and their guardians expressed
how getting the letters from students
who wrote about their admiration and
appreciation for their service was their
favorite part of the exciting day!

Putting Their Thanks
into a Friendly Letter

The students of Maria Seibert and
Sue Wolcott at William Kaegebein
Elementary School wrote thank
you letters to the Grand Island Fire
Department for the assembly presented
by firemen. The visit prompted a lesson
about how to write a friendly letter,
along with the importance of expressing
appreciation and recognizing the efforts
of the Grand Island Fire Department.
Reading the letters, the teachers
were so impressed at the recall the
students had of the presentation and
the admiration that students had for the
volunteer firefighters. The letters were
hand-delivered to the fire department in
time for their open house. Pictured are
students from Mrs. Seibert’s third-grade
class.

Koppman Named a Master Teacher
Carl Koppman, an industrial arts technology teacher, is the latest Grand Island High School
teacher to be named a New York State Master Teacher by the State University of New York.
The master teacher program is a state-wide professional network of outstanding STEM
(science, technology, engineering, mathematics) teachers. As part of the Western New York
network, he will work with other master teachers from local school districts and future
teachers studying at Buffalo State College to develop and share STEM content knowledge.
The other Grand Island High School master teachers are Laura Estenoz, Rob Collard, Lee
Nowocien and Natalie Gallagher.
Chosen through an intensive selection process, this program requires a four-year commitment
in addition to teaching responsibilities. Through co-hort meetings, various workshops and
summer programs, the master teachers collaborate to bring content and instructional best
practices back to their classrooms, to mentor education majors at Buffalo State and to inspire
students to consider teaching as a career choice.
“This program has provided an opportunity for collaborative networks within the Western
New York community of STEM educators. Our master teachers have worked tirelessly to
pioneer new approaches to learning in their classrooms and improve the overall quality of
instruction in our building,” said Michael Lauria, Grand Island High School principal.

Sending Hugs from
Home to Injured
Serviceman
Inspired by the positivity and bravery
of injured U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Jake
McMahon, students at William Kaegebein
Elementary wanted to reach out to him and
send him, as one child put it, “hugs from
home”.
Kaegebein students made get well cards for
Jake McMahon, who joined the Marines
after graduating from Grand Island
High School three years ago. Tragically,
McMahon, was injured during a training accident involving an Amphibious Assault Vehicle
(AAV) where he suffered first and second degree burns to his face, neck and hands.
To the young students at Kaegebein, McMahon is a hometown hero. They wanted to thank
him for his service and wish him well through his recovery process. They also felt a special
connection to him because, like them, he attended Kaegebein Elementary School.
“He has such a positive attitude, so I know he will be better soon,” said a fourth-grade
student.
One of McMahon’s teachers reflected on how his smile would light up the classroom when
he was a student at Kaegebein. The school district joins others in the community to wish
McMahon a speedy recovery.

Nationalism Networking at GIHS
Students in the Global 10 classes of Michelle Smilanich and Carrie Earnst participated in
a Nationalism Networking Session. Each student played the role of a historical figure who
helped to either liberate or unite their country in the 19th century. After researching their
figure, students wrote up a brief biography and created a storyboard of their major events.
As a final component, students met in the high school professional development room
where they engaged in a meet-and-greet in order to share what they learned. Throughout this
“networking session,” students had to stay in character, speaking as if they were the figure
they had researched.
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David Khreis
Recognized with
VFW National EMT
Award

Sidway Students Create Cards for
Veterans
Several classes at Charlotte Sidway Elementary School created cards for patients in the VA
Medical Center in Buffalo. Students were happy to reach out and help those who help all of
us. Pictured are students in Julie Fuchs’ class who shared photos and information about the
veterans in their families. We are so grateful for all who serve and protect.

Staying Safe at Sidway
Deputy Aaron Naegely from the Erie County
Sheriff’s Office recently presented a health
and safety program to students at Charlotte
Sidway School. Deputy Naegely spoke about
the importance of boundaries and personal
space, protecting ourselves, strangers,
bullying, feelings, and Halloween safety.
Students also received special reflective trick
or treat bags, coloring books and special
deputy sheriff stickers. The information was important, informative and appropriately
presented. Deputy Naegely commented on how respectful and polite the Sidway students
were and offered to come back again in the spring with more safety reminders!

Grand Island firefighter and EMT
David Khreis received the VFW
National EMT Award during a special
ceremony at the VFW Post on Grand
Island Blvd. Khreis was nominated for
the award on joint recommendation by
Grand Island Fire Chief Chris Soluri
and VFW Post 9249 Commander Dan
McMahon. Khreis has worked for the
Grand Island School District for the
last 17 years. He began as a custodian
at the high school and then moved to
the maintenance department, where he
is currently maintenance crew chief.
His Grand Island fire company service
encompassed firefighting skills,
NYS EMT certification, 21 years life
membership, and a current position on
the board of directors. He retired out
of the United States Navy in June 2016
with 20 1/2 years combined active and
reserve time. His naval reserve duty
was in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom and Operation New Dawn.
Dave also received many official
commendations for his extra ordinary
accomplishments within his fire and
military services.

Indoor Parade at High School and Middle
School Honors U.S. Veterans
Over 1,000 students lined the hallways to cheer and honor U.S. Veterans during
an indoor parade through Grand Island Middle and High schools. Led by a color
guard and a bagpipe and drum corps, Veterans from the Grand Island American
Legion Post 1346 and Charles N. DeGlopper VFW Post 9249 walked single file
through the buildings to the cheers of staff and students. The parade also included
district staff that are Veterans. Scouts from Boy Scout troop #510 and Girls Scouts
#30466 carried flags, as well.
Students from both buildings lined the halls holding mini-U.S. flags, cheering,
clapping and thanking veterans. At Veronica E. Connor Middle School many
students held signs they made thanking the veterans for their services.
Students, listening for the bagpipes and drums, eagerly awaited the parade.
“We are very proud of our U.S. Veterans and the service they gave to our
country. We wanted to honor them in a very personal way by inviting them to our
buildings,” said Dr. Brian Graham, superintendent of Grand Island Central School
District.
The parade route wound through the middle school, into the high school and
concluded at the high school cafeteria where the high school concert choir
performed three patriotic songs.

www.grandislandschools.org
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“Julius Caesar” Goes
From Page to Stage
The 200 sophomores who journeyed
to Niagara University’s Leary
Theatre for a performance of William
Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” were
impressed by how the play came to life
from page to stage. Our sophomores
were intrigued by updated costumes,
sets, and even Brutus’ use of Twitter!
All students read this classic work in
their English classes before attending
the program. The theatre department at
NU offers a complimentary program
featuring full length performances for
high school students. The performers
offered a question and answer session
where our students were able to ask
insightful questions on the process and
artistic choices.

Staff, Students Attend
Summit to Promote
Positive Choices

Several students and middle and
high school staffers Susan Moretta,
Crystal Barnes, Sheryl Kavanaugh and
Christina Kensy attended the Face 2
Face Summit. Educational professionals
and students across the WNY region
attended the daylong workshops
on the dangers and consequences
of substance abuse, as well as their
ever-changing signs, symptoms and
trends. Students participated in various
sessions to listen to their peers about
the consequences of experimentation
and drug use, and learned ways to work
together to promote positive choices
within the school community. Adult
participants heard from experts in the
field and participated in professional
development designed to help them
better understand the current trends
surrounding drug addiction and how it
is affecting our community.

New GIHS Shared Decision Making
Team
Grand Island Senior High School has implemented a new Shared Decision Making Team.
A representative group of stakeholders including teachers, students, parents, administrators,
school related professionals and community members will meet regularly to discuss, plan
and implement positive change within the high school building. The team is led by high
school administrators and is currently focusing on academic expectations, extracurricular
eligibility and one goal to be determined by the team. Specifically, the Shared Decision
Making Team will promote continuous school improvement by utilizing data, establishing a
flow of communication to stakeholders including the Board of Education, and self-assessing
our progress at the end of the year.

JV DECA Models Hard Work and Helping
Others
Helping others and supporting causes
was a priority for JV DECA members
as the school year started at Veronica
E. Connor Middle School. The eighthgraders welcomed new Huth Road
families with smiles and cheers at the
end of August as new second-graders and
their families visited the school. Club
members also offered assistance at the
Walk for Apraxia, in an effort to help
spread knowledge of this condition and
provide fun entertainment for the families
involved. Student services and JV DECA
joined forces to sell refreshments at open
house raising over $500 for residents in
hurricane stricken areas of Texas, Florida
and the Caribbean.

Then it was on to the hard work to
prepare to qualify for the regional
competition held at Grand Island High
School in January. Each team chose
an existing or imaginary product
and developed a visual and oral
presentation for the judged competition.
Although each student benefitted from
the experience with improved selfconfidence and public speaking, only
12 students advanced to regionals in the
sales demonstration or wholesale selling
Hannah Martinez welcomes the Arnone Family to Huth
categories.
Road School.

Mini regional competitors
Kiersten Brown and Katelyn
Giambra
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The JV DECA regional competitors pictured with
Veronica E. Connor Middle School principal John
Fitzpatrick are Hannah Moore, Carmen Sokody,
Bethany Kulikowski, Alana Mosher, Jonathan Minton,
Megan Lavis, Riley Patterson, Evan Walowitz, Jack
Stravino, Justin Horvath, Brendan Ehlenfield and Ian
Pachura.

Mini regional competitors Natalie Mini regional competitors
Samantha Hoerner and Haley
Carter and Alexis Nguyen
Pizur.
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Cultural and Language Insights
Gained During Trip to Peru
Visiting Incan ruins, volunteering at a Peruvian orphanage, developing Spanish vocabulary,
and seeing the culture of Machu Picchu up close were the highlights of July trip to Peru
organized through the Grand Island High School Spanish department.
High School Spanish teachers Jeannine Scibilia and Brian Winger chaperoned a group of
high school students and some of their family members on the trip. The group spent time
in the capital city of Lima, travelled to an altitude of over 11,000 feet to explore the former
capital of the Incan Empire, Cusco, and explored the ancient Incan ruins of Machu Picchu in
the Andes Mountains.
“The trip surrounded us with a different culture and dominant language which put us in
situations where Spanish language skills were required,” said student Olivia Pino.
The group wandered through craft markets, saw colorful art and textiles handmade by the
Peruvian people and even experienced an Incan weaving demonstration in the town of Chinceros.
“I learned the importance of the Incan culture and how it affects the lives of the people living
there today,” said student Evan Bender.
One experience that stood out was volunteering at a Peruvian orphanage where the students
scraped and painted rooms at the orphanage and then were able to spend time playing,
singing and eating with the children.
“Visiting and volunteering at the orphanage in Cusco was my greatest takeaway from the
trip, because I realized how very fortunate we are here and by working with the kids, it really
opened my eyes to how they live,” said student Dominic Nappo.
“The trip allowed me to take advantage of my Spanish which I loved. I learned new words in
Spanish and was able to speak with Peruvians. I learned how important the Incan culture still
is to the Peruvian people,” said student Gabe D’Adario.

Advice from GIHS Counseling Center for
Juniors

Eye Spy
Can you spot the ping-pong ball
hovering in mid-air in the picture?
Kieran and Nicolas from Maureen
Gambino’s second-grade class at Huth
Road Elementary used the airstream
from a hair dryer to interact with the
ping-pong ball and make it float during
the Interactions science unit.

Bringing Characters to
Life in “Seussical, Jr.”

Over 70 students at Veronica E. Connor
Middle School brought to life on stage
the stories of Dr. Seuss and his most wellknown characters during their annual
musical performance in October.
The middle school cast and crew of
students in sixth-, seventh- and eighthgrade had fun creating costumes and
characters for their “Seussical, Jr.”
production. The play, based on the stories
of Theodor Seuss Geisel better known as
Dr. Seuss, featured some of the characters
he created including Horton the Elephant,
the Cat in the Hat, the tiny people of the
planet Who. “Seussical, Jr.” follows the
story of Horton as he tries to protect the
Whos, because after all, “A person’s a
person, no matter how small.”

• Keep your grades up!
• If not attending college, what is your path? Students interested in work, trade school, U.S.
military or gap year should talk to their counselor for more information.
• If you took the PSAT, get your scores. Create a College Board account and link your
scores to Khan Academy for free test prep: www.collegeboard.org
• Register to take the May 5, 2018 SAT (www.collegeboard.org) and/or the April 14, 2018
ACT (www.actstudent.org). Both tests are offered at Grand Island High School.
• Attend the GIHS College Night held in the spring. The date will be announced in school.
• Attend the National College Fair at the Buffalo Convention Center on March 21 in the
evening or with the Junior Field Trip on March 22.
• Start to make your college search through Naviance: Family Connection Site - see your
counselor if you forgot your login, or the College Board website - www.collegeboard.org
• Prospective college athletes (DI or DII) should register with the NCAA Eligibility Center.

www.grandislandschools.org
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Visiting Old Fort
Niagara Brings
History Alive
Fourth-grade students from Huth Road
and William Kaegebein traveled back
in time to learn about history at Old
Fort Niagara. The visit helped put their
classroom learning into perspective
and they were able to experience what
life was like in the fort. Students were
greeted at a “Continental camp” where
re-enactors, dressed as soldiers from the
Continental Army, asked them to be spies
for the revolution as they made their way
through the fort. The students learned
the role of women at the fort, the reason
for the war, how soldiers dress, what the
people ate, the importance of trade, and
even experienced how the cannons at the
fort were fired. It was an exciting day that
allowed the students to make connections
to help them to better understand our
state’s and country’s history.

Huth Road
Second Graders
Keep Busy
The Grand Island Fire Department visited Huth Road Elementary to teach the school about
fire safety. Pictured are the second-grade students of Frances Reid and Lise Leahy.
Second-graders have become newly acquainted with personal iPads through the 1:1
technology initiative. Students are able to use tools and work on differentiated activities. As a
bonus, most apps offer teachers specific performance reports.
An exciting, hands-on science unit called Interactions allows students to conduct experiments
and observe as properties change. Second-grade classes will be working with everyday
household materials like batteries and Kool-Aid, as well as less commonly known materials.
They will even light up a light bulb.

Third-Grade Mad Scientists at Huth
Road
The third grade classes in the library hall (Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. VanderMey, Mrs. Kwarciak
and Ms. Corbett) held a Mad Scientist’s Day. Students were invited to dress up in their
finest Mad Scientist apparel and moved from room to room to participate in some crazy and
fantastic experiments!
Ms. Corbett’s third graders shared a “Character Feelings” book report and dressed up for
Halloween as their favorite book characters.

Huth Road Fifth-Graders Try “Escaping”
and More
All fifth-graders at Huth Road got a chance to practice their problem solving skills in a fun
Halloween themed “Escape Room” activity.
In some fifth-grade classrooms, students have been busy applying their new knowledge about
geology to construct the layers of the earth using play-doh. While others used their 21st
century learning skills to learn about hurricanes and current events.
Students in Celeste Angelo and Courtney Gormley’s classes took a trip to Eco Island to
complete some hands-on weather activities.

Free Vision Screening to Detect Problems
Through the Lions Club SEE program, local volunteers are helping screen Grand Island
youngsters under the age of 6 for possible vision problems that could lead to amblyopia,
commonly known as lazy eye. As part of a free state-wide program, Lions Clubs are working
with Charlotte Sidway, Huth Road and William Kaegebein elementaries to screen children’s
eyes for vision problems with a screening device. Since 80% of learning is visual, if a child
cannot see well, he can’t learn well. Yet most children don’t get their vision screened until
they have problems learning or paying attention in school.
In January, prekindergarten, first- and second-graders from Sidway, Huth and Kaegebein will
be screened, in conjunction with the mandated vision screening done by school nurses.
No equipment touches the child. A trained volunteer from the Lions Club holds the vision
screening device a few feet away from the child. When the child focuses on the screening
device’s flashing lights, data is recorded. The early identification allows parents to follow up
with an eye care professional for further evaluation.
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Huth Road Elementary teachers and
families participate in the fundraiser for the
Fayez Abdelal camp scholarship fund.

Apples Everywhere at Kaegebein
Johnny Appleseed, the man credited with planting seeds across the country to turn the apple
into an American institution, took center stage at William Kaegebein as students spent a day
engaged in all things “apple.” The school’s annual fall Apple Day, hosted by the Kaegebein
PTA, paid homage to Mr. Appleseed through storybooks, activities, taste tests and learning
about apples, apple seeds and cider as well as Johnny Appleseed’s life on the western
frontier. The building-wide event had parent volunteers involved to read aloud to students in
grade two through five.

New Faces at GIHS
Robert Julian and Karen Surdyke are two
new faces in the high school office. Mrs.
Surdyke is certainly a familiar face as she has
worked as a high school math teacher in the
district since 2001. Last fall she took on an
administrative role as dean of students and in
July she was named an assistant principal. Mr.
Julian joined the GIHS administrative team in
July as assistant principal. He came from the
Williamsville Central School District where
he taught high school English for the last 10
years. Throughout his career he taught a wide
variety of courses and electives. He regularly taught summer school, and served in several
leadership capacities for the Williamsville District including summer school administrator,
district-level intern, and shared decision making chairperson. He also served as a volunteer
assistant varsity hockey coach and started a guitar club as well.

Practice Makes Perfect!
What a musical treat to hear our young musicians. The fall concert presented by the district
elementary orchestra and the Huth Road Elementary fifth-grade band thrilled the audience.

www.grandislandschools.org

Officer Chris Pyc officiated at a swearing
in ceremony of the Huth Road Elementary
safety patrol. Karen Cassata and Kathy
Brown are the teacher leaders of the patrol.

Brown Wins Award

Kathy Brown, a special
education teacher at
Huth Road Elementary
School, was the recipient
of the James Kreider
Memorial Outstanding
Cooperating Teacher
Award at Buffalo State
College.

Resolving Conflict
Through Drama

Huth Road Elementary fifth-grade
students presented a play “Munchkin
Mediation, Conflict Resolution in Oz”
as a way to demonstrate how to handle
conflict resolution.
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New Oishei Children’s Hospital has
a Grand Island Room and StudentCreated Artwork
Within the new John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital in Buffalo, the community of Grand
Island is well represented with a Grand Island room and a piece of artwork in the facility.
A room on the sports-themed tenth floor for young medical surgical patients will bear a
nameplate near the door recognizing the Grand Island community. As a community, Grand
Island raised $25,000 for the new children’s hospital and was the first community to have a
room named after them as part of the hospital’s “Complete a Room with Care” campaign.
Grand Island Elementary students in grades kindergarten to fifth-grade were invited to create
a collaborative artwork to be hung in the hospital. Sidway Elementary kindergarten and
first-graders used their thumbprints to create the shape of Grand Island, while the students
in grades 2-5 at Huth Road and Kaegebein Elementary designed a small fish to make their
mark. Larger fish were created to represent the Island businesses and the many community
supporters to help make this Grand Island funded room possible.
Matt Doherty, an art teacher at Sidway, was approached about creating artwork for the new
John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital, he went to work on creating a piece of art that truly
represented Grand Island. Using a story he had heard at Sidway, “Only One You” by Linda
Kranz, Doherty got to work with his vision of incorporating all the elementary students at
Sidway, Kaegebein and Huth as well as representing all of the individuals, organizations and
businesses that donated to the Grand Island room in the new hospital.
Every student at Sidway made a thumb or finger print to represent Grand Island, while
students in Kerri Schlageter’s (Kaegebein) and Dana Allen’s (Huth Road) art classes created
the beautiful fish surrounding the Island. Grand Island donors are represented on the Island
or on a beautiful fish surrounding the Island.
The school district held a read-a-thon that generated pledges of nearly $10,000 from the
2,890 students at the Grand Island Central School District. Students from kindergarten
through grade 12 got pledges from family and friends to sponsor their 20-minute reading
sessions. Grand Island businesses, community groups and residents joined the campaign to
raise more than $15,000.

Working Hard at Huth Road Elementary

www.grandislandschools.org

12

Grand Island Central School District

”Pippin” Hits the GIHS Stage in
February
There’s magic to do, just for you! Students of Grand Island Senior High School are
beginning rehearsals for this year’s winter musical “Pippin”. Performances take place at 7
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 1, Friday, Feb. 2 and Saturday Feb. 3 in the Grand Viking Theater
at Grand Island High School, 1100 Ransom Road. “Pippin” is written by Roger O. Hirson
with music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz who also wrote the music for the Broadway
musical, “Wicked”. The ensemble cast tells the story of Pippin, son of Charlemagne, a
young prince who longs to find passion and adventure in his life. While trying to find the
meaning of life, Pippin is manipulated into different scenarios by a group of leading players
and his stepmother, who wants her real son to become king. Due to the subject matter, the
play contains some material that may not be appropriate for audiences under the age of 10.
Tickets are $10 and will be available for purchase online. Please check the Grand Island
school website in January for more information.

TIES Program Pairs Trained Volunteers
with Students
The TIES (Together Including Every Student) program promotes the participation of students
and young adults who have developmental disabilities in inclusive, organized extracurricular
and community activities with the support of trained student volunteers. The participants are
children from grade 3 to age 21 who can join a variety of activities such as Boy/Girl Scouts,
religious school, sports, school related activities, or community recreational programs.
Volunteers are students within the Grand Island Central School District in grades 8 to 12 who
attend a training program that focuses on the importance of belonging, disabilities awareness,
friendship building and effective support strategies. Participants are paired with volunteers
based on similar interests and desired abilities. The volunteer attends the activities with the
child and provides support with physical, social or language needs. Contact Susan Spiesz,
TIES Coordinator, at 579-3691 for more information.

Kaegebein Launches Butterfly from New
Garden
All the hard work and effort of developing and tending to the Kaegebein Garden has paid
off! The first “launching” was a success as a monarch came out of its chrysalis. The male
butterfly spent hours in the courtyard before flying away; hopefully to Mexico! Many
students came out to the courtyard to observe the butterfly. We hope Mother Nature will
bring us a dry spring so the aphids will be less prevalent than last year and we will have more
butterfly launchings.

www.grandislandschools.org

Exploring Careers
through the Indigo
Project
Did you know that statistics indicate
close to 30 percent of adults in the
workforce are unhappy with their
occupations and are feeling unfilled
with their career choices? Wishing
to make students more aware of their
skills and interests, the Family and
Consumer Science classes at Veronica
E. Connor Middle School adopted
the Indigo Project during the career
exploration unit for eighth graders.
Under the training of Indigo Consultant
Natalie Beilein, every student takes the
Indigo Inventory, a quick assessment
which identifies strengths, motivators,
behavior styles and skills. In addition
to using the DISC personality profile
used by Fortune 500 companies, Indigo
hopes that each child will see the value
they bring to a team as well as the vast
opportunities that await them in high
school electives, clubs and activities
upon which to build their experience
and self-confidence. Examples of
successful role models who have
similar attributes are presented so
students will aspire to realize their full
potential. Indigo results are shared
with parents and guidance counselors
and are passed on to Grand Island
High School to round out the students’
career and college readiness. Pictured
are Alexis Nguyen, Molly Leggett and
Jessica Whitfield discussing how they
can leverage their strengths at school,
home and in their friendships.
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College Signings
Rosie Boyko, a senior at Grand Island
High School, signed her letter of intent
to play lacrosse for Queens College. She
holds an impressive record for Vikings
Girls Lacrosse with 24 goals, 25 assists.
We look forward to the spring lacrosse
season to see what her senior season
brings!

Three-sport student athlete Thomas
Cecere signed a National Letter of Intent
to play lacrosse at North Greenville
University in South Carolina. He is
pictured with his parents, Sandra and
Thomas.

GIHS Team Takes First Place at
Chalkwalk
The artistic talents of three Grand Island High School students, Julie Klein, Kelsey Mahoney
and Tess Lariviere, were recognized as they took first place at the Lewiston Art Festival
Chalk Walk in August. This is the third consecutive year the GI high school team has earned
a first place award.
Their design featured Surrealist artists Frida Kahlo (left) and Salvador Dali (right). Although
both artists came from different backgrounds and had distinct personal styles, they were
connected through the Surrealist movement and their drive to create art that conjured up
dreamlike images and subconscious thoughts.
In the design, Kahlo and Dali are reaching out beyond the “borders” of their picture frames
so they can come together and connect paintbrush to palette. The connection creates a burst
of possibility styled with elements of technology to represent the way humanity is connected
today. The paint palette held by Kahlo resembles a globe and symbolizes humanity as Dali
dips his brush into the paint to signify the role an artist plays in representing personal and
social conditions. The dove hovers over the connection to ensure peaceful interaction.

Volleyball standout Lauren Chadwick
signed a National Letter of Intent to
play at Slippery Rock University in
Pennsylvania. She is pictured with her
parents, Katherine and Michael.

Filling the Cupboards in Our Community
Boxes of food filled the foyer at William
Kaegebein Elementary in mid-December and
a building wide “mission” drove the collection
even larger. The food collection for the Neighbor
Foundation Food Drive is an annual tradition
throughout the district. This year, there was an
incentive as each classroom was challenged with
a mission of collecting at least one box of food
through the building-wide Kindness Project.
Lynn Ackendorf and Sue Wolcott are helping to
lead the project. Mrs. Ackendorf, a third-grade
teacher, is once again organizing Kaegebein’s collection for the Neighbor Foundation Food
Drive, a district-wide collection of food that is distributed to families on the Island.
At Kaegebein, many assist Mrs. Ackendoft, but she has been willing to take on the bulk of
the organization for this project for many years. By linking to the Kindness Project that is
organized by Mrs. Wolcott,, a building-based substitute teacher, they said are pleased to be
part of a program that’s become a tradition for the school district.
At the district level, Dave Khreis is coordinating and the Grand Island High School DECA
club members assist in packing the food into bags for the families to receive.
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Winter 2017-18 Athletic Schedule
For the most current contest information and details, visit our website at www.grandislandschools.org - Athletics.
GIRLS BASKETBALL
12/1
12/8
12/12
12/15
12/19
12/21
12/28-29
1/3
1/5
1/9
1/12
1/16
1/19
1/26
1/30
2/1
2/6
2/14
2/15
2/16

Starpoint (NL)			
@ Newfane (NL)		
Wilson (NL)			
@ CSAT			
LewPort			
@ KenEast			
@ Sacred Heart Tourn		
Maryvale (NL)			
@ Niagara Wheat		
Lockport			
@ KenWest			
No. Tonawanda			
@ Niagara Falls		
CSAT			
Medina (NL)			
@ LewPort			
KenEast			
Crossover			
Championship @ NW		
W.Seneca East (NL)		

WRESTLING
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
TBA
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:30 pm

11/25
12/1-2
12/6
12/9
12/9
12/12
12/13
12/15-16
12/20
12/21
12/28
12/30
1/4
12/5-6
1/10
1/12-13
1/17
1/20
1/24
2/3
2/10

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm

MODIFIED WRESTLING

BOYS BASKETBALL
12/4
12/6
12/7
12/9
12/13
12/15
12/19
12/20
12/22
1/5
1/9
1/11
1/12
1/16
1/19
1/23
1/25
1/26
2/2
2/6
2/9
2/14
2/15

City Honors (NL)		
CCA (NL)			
AlPastor Tourn (V only)		
@ Daemen (vs Seneca)
Cataract Classic (V only)		
@ NF (vs. Wilson)
Niagara Catholic (JV)		
CSAT			
@ LewPort			
Burgard (NL) 		
KenEast			
Niagara Wheat			
@ Lockport			
@ W.Seneca W (NL)		
KenWest			
@ No. Tonawanda		
Niagara Falls			
@ Wilson (NL)(both 6pm)		
Emerson (NL)			
@ CSAT			
LewPort			
@ KenEast			
Buff Acad Science (JV)		
Crossover			
Championship @ NW		

4:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
8:00 pm

BOYS SWIMMING
11/28
12/1
12/5
12/8
12/12
12/15
1/5
1/9
1/12
1/16
1/19
1/26
2/1
2/2
2/9-10
2/15-16
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Niagara Wheat 			
@ LewPort			
Kenmore			
@ Lockport			
Niagara Falls			
@ No. Tonawanda		
LewPort			
@ Kenmore (KE pool)		
Lockport			
@ Niagara Falls		
No. Tonawanda			
@ Niagara Wheat		
JV Meet @ TBA		
NFL Meet @ TBA		
Class Meet @ TBA		
Sectionals @ ECC		

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
TBA
TBA

11/30
12/4
12/7
12/11
12/14
12/18
12/21

Iroquois JV Tourn		
Sweet Home Tourn		
@ Niagara Wheat		
Will South JV Tourn		
Churchville-Chili V Tourn 		
Lancaster(NL)Back gym		
@ CSAT 			
@ Pheonix HS Syracuse		
@ KenWest			
St. Joe’s (NL)			
Eden JV Tourn			
GI Var Tourn			
No. Tonawanda			
NFWOA Tourn
Lockport			
Lockport Tourn			
@ LewPort			
Section VI Duals@ Starpoint		
Niagara Falls			
Class A Championship		
Sectionals @ NT		
NTGI @ North Park		
CSATGI @ NF			
HooverLP @ GI		
GINF @ Franklin		
NTGI @ CSAT			
NWLock @ GI			
LP GI @ Hoover		

INDOOR TRACK
9:00 am
TBA
5:30 pm
9:00 am
7:30 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
TBA
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
TBA
9:00 am
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
TBA
5:00 pm
TBA
5:30 pm
TBA
TBA
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm

BOWLING
11/30
12/5
12/7
12/12
12/14
12/19
12/21
12/28
1/3
1/4
1/11
1/15
1/16
1/26
1/30
2/1
2/3
2/6
2/14
2/15

NFL KickOff (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
KenWest (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
@ Niagara Falls (Bowl O Drome) 4:00 pm
Niagara Wheat (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
@ Lockport (Brad Angelo Lanes) 4:00 pm
@ No.Tonawanda (Ton Bowl Ctr) 4:00 pm
LewPort (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
Festival of Lights (Ton Bowl Ctr) 9:00 am
@ KenEast (Ton Bowl Ctr)		 4:00 pm
Niagara Falls (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
@ KenWest (Manor Lanes)		 4:00 pm
@ Niagara Wheat (Rapids Bowl) 4:00 pm
Lockport (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
NFL Individ (Island Lanes)		 1:00 pm
@ LewPort (Lewiston Event Ctr) 4:00 pm
No. Tonawanda (Island Lanes) 4:00 pm
RoySommer Tourn (Airport Lanes) 9:00 am
KenEast (Island Lanes)		 4:00 pm
Boys Sectionals (Airport Lanes) 9:00 am
Girls Sectionals (Airport Lanes) 9:00 am

BOYS ICE HOCKEY
11/30
12/1-2
12/3
12/7
12/10
12/14
12/16
12/21
1/4
1/6
1/7
1/12
1/14
1/19
1/22
1/26
1/29
2/5
2/8

@ Will South (NorthTown)		
Lake Placid Tourn		
@ Plattsburgh			
Will East (Hyde Park)		
@ KenWest (Buffalo St)		
W.Seneca East (Hyde Park)		
Penfield (Northtowns)		
KenEast (Hyde Park)		
@ Will East (Northtowns)		
Starpoint (HarborCenter)		
@ KenEast (Buffalo St)		
@ W.Seneca West (W. Seneca)
@ Hamburg (Buffalo St)		
@ W.Seneca East (W. Seneca)
W.Seneca West (Hyde Park)		
@ Starpoint (Cornerstone)		
KenWest (Hyde Park)		
Hamburg (Hyde Park)		
Will South (Hyde Park)		

5:30 pm
TBA
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
1:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30
1/12
1/13
1/20
1/27
2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25
3/3-4

@ Buff State (E/F Meet)		
@ Houghton (Classic)		
@ Fredonia (A/E Meet)		
@ Fredonia (B/E Meet)		
@ Houghton(WNY Relays)		
@ Houghton(9-10 Champ) 		
@ Brockport (Invite		
@ Houghton (Section 5/6 Invite)

8:00 am
10:00 am
9:00 am
1:00 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

@ Houghton(Team Champ)		 10:00 am
@ Lancaster 			 9:00 am
@ Fredonia			 9:00 am
@ Houghton (Qualifier) 		 10:00 am
NYSPHSAA Champ @ Staten Island

GIRLS ICE HOCKEY
11/21
11/28
11/30
12/4
12/5
12/12
12/18
12/19
12/21
1/2
1/8
1/9
1/15
1/16
1/18
1/23
1/25
1/26

OP/Frontier/LS (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
W.Sen/Hamburg/Eden (Lincoln) 7:40 pm
@ Williamsville (Northtown)		 4:00 pm
@ Monsigr Martin (Riverworks) 4:30 pm
Amherst/SH/Clar (Lincoln) 		 7:40 pm
Lanc/Iroquois/Depew (Lincoln) 7:40 pm
Amherst/SH/Clarence (Lincoln) 4:00 pm
Williamsville (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
@ OP/Frontier/LS (Hamburg Nike) 4:30 pm
Amherst/SH/Clar (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
@ W.Sen/Ham/Eden (Riverworks) 4:30 pm
Monsignor Martin (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
@ W.Sen/Hamb/Eden (Riverworks)4:30 pm
OP/Frontier/LS (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
@ Monsignor Martin (No. Buffalo) 4:30 pm
Williamsville (Lincoln)		 7:40 pm
@ Lanc/Iroq/Depew (Northtown) 5:30 pm
@ Am/SH/Clar (Northtowns)		 4:00 pm

GIRLS MODIFIED BASKETBALL
1/8
1/9
1/11
1/17
1/18
1/22
1/24
1/25
1/29
1/31
2/5
2/7
2/9
2/14

Niagara Wheat 		
@ Franklin (KEHS)		
@ CSAT			
Hoover
		
@ St. Stephens			
LewPort			
@ No. Tonawanda		
St. Stephens			
No. Tonawanda 		
@ North Park			
Franklin			
CSAT		
@ Hoover (Ken Middle)		
@ Niagara Wheat		

4:30 pm
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm

BOYS BASKETBALL - MODIFIED
1/5
1/10
1/12
1/17
1/18
1/22
1/24
1/25
1/29
1/31
2/5
2/7
2/13
2/14

@ Niagara Wheat		
Franklin			
CSAT			
@ Hoover			
St. Stephens			
@ LewPort			
North Tonawanda		
@ St. Stephens			
@ LaSalle			
Lockport			
@ Franklin (KEHS)		
@ CSAT
		
Hoover			
Niagara Wheat			

4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
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School Closings Due to Weather Conditions
In the event of school delays/closings
due to weather related conditions, the
following protocol will take place:
Cancellation of After School Events
• In the event we need to cancel after
school events, the District will attempt
to do so no later than 1:30 pm.
• Just for Kids remains in session until
the normal closing time on that day.
All Day Closing
• The District will do everything possible
to make the decision to close schools
no later than 5:30 am.
• Closing information will be sent
through the Rapid Response Call
system and announced on traditional
media outlets.
If you have not received a call from
this system during a school closing,
it may be that we do not have current
contact information. Please review the
information provided to the school on a
regular basis and send in a signed note with
any changes, corrections, or additions.
• There will be no bus service to offIsland school placements if the Grand
Island Central School District is closed.
If no announcement is made between 6
and 9 a.m., it is assumed that school will
be open as usual.

Wind Chill Concerns (See chart below):
The safety of our students and staff is the
basis for any decision. Key factors that must
be considered include current and projected
weather conditions; road conditions; and, at
times, temperature and wind chill factors. We
begin to look carefully at possibly closing when
there is a current or projected -20 wind chill
temperature: health officials recommend that
we consider closing schools if the wind chill
is expected to fall to -25 or lower.
Ultimately, it is the responsibility of parents
or guardians to make the final decision
regarding school attendance. If schools
are open but
parents feel
the weather
is too severe,
they have the
right to keep
their child(ren)
home. In this
instance, it is
essential that
the parent
contact the
school to alert
them of their
child(ren)’s
absence and
to make
arrangements
for missed
work.

Media Stations
WGRZ - Ch 2
WIVB - Ch 4
WKBW - Ch 7
YNN
WBEN-930 AM
WGR-550 AM
WNED-970 AM
WHLD-1270 AM
WLVL-1340 AM

WECK-1230 AM
WUFO-1080 AM
WBL-93.7 FM
WJYE-96.1 FM
WYRK-106.5 FM
KISS-98.5 FM
WBUF-92.9 FM
WHTT-104 FM
WNSA-107.7 FM
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