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March 15, 2020 

Dear Grand Island Families: 

Erie County has declared a State of Emergency for the coronavirus pandemic and has 
recommended that schools close on Monday, March 16. However, Grand Island Central 
Schools will be closed for all students until further notice. This closure includes all Grand 
Island Central School District activities including all extracurricular and athletics. During the 
closure, all faculty and staff will be expected to report. 

Mr. Mark Polancarz, the Erie County Executive, announced this morning that there are three 
people in Erie County who have tested positive for COVID-19. 

Here are the places associated with the county's first three cases, according to county officials: 

• A woman in her 30s who recently traveled out of state. 
• A man in his 30s who recently traveled to Westchester County. 
• A woman in her 20s who recently traveled to Italy. 

The three people are from Buffalo, Grand Island and Clarence (in no specific order). 
It is important for you to know, at the time of this letter is being released, I have not been 
informed by the Erie County Department of Health, that the identified individual from Grand 
Island has any connection with our school system. This would include employees or any of our 
students. 

This closure will allow us to receive more information that will guide us in future decision making 
as it relates to what is medically best for all members of our school community. 

On behalf of the entire Grand Island Central School District, we hope you and your families are 
remaining safe and doing your best to follow guidance regarding measures to contain the 
spread of COVID-19 within our community. 

During this time, we all need to continue to support one another and work to stay informed, as 
information continues to shift rapidly. 

Sincerely, 

~~~...---
Brian Graham, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


